The Origins of Early Mediaeval Settlement in North Devon

By Steve Pitcher BA, Dip TP, MRTPI, MCIHT (retd)

Contents

Part 1 A Landscape Scale Approach

Introduction and Overview p2
Continuity or Conflict p16

Land Ownership and Administration p31
Summary p38

P w NP

Part 2 Case Studies

2 Ay1fSAIKY 2AySOFrQa /fSENAY3I LiInwm
Bradworthy: Broad Enclosure p49

Bratton Fleming: Farmstead by newly cultivated ground p57

Braunton: Farmstead where broom grows or place of the raven? p66
Part 3 Summary & Conclusions

Topography, Culture or Power: the determinants of settlement pattern? p79
Acknowledgements

Errata

Bibliography

Appendix 1 Landscape Character Areas in Nd@#wvon & Torridge
Appendix 2 Iron Age Hill Forts and Enclosures in north Devon

Appendix 3 The Origin of Plageames in north Devon



Part 1: A Landscape Scale Approach

1. Introduction and Overview

The purpose of this study is to approach the question of the origins of settlements in north Devon in
the Early Mediaeval (Angldaxon) period from a landscape scale perspective. The landscape in
guestion is the area that lies between the Bristol Channel the northern edge of Dartmoor and
between the River Exe in the east and the Cornish border in theguwelich for brevity | am calling
north Devon (to distinguish it from the modern local government units of North Devon and Torridge
Districts). The stiy includes a brief historical synopsis and considers some general issues before
taking a series of settlement case studies from across the area.

There is very little published archaeological material on the north Devon area covering the early
mediaeval priod. Outside of place name evidence, the Domesday Book, and some documentary
sources for individual places and estates, understanding the origin of settlement in north Devon is a
largely speculative exercise. However, the available evidence can be tirgether to suggest

some lines of enquiry, at least.

The North Devon Landscape

What was the landscape of north Devon like before the period of ABgimn settlement? Clearly its
structure was the same as now. The plateau landscape of the Culm megsaigsd by major rivers

such as the Exe, Taw, Torridge and upper Tamar and their tributaries, lies between the high ground
of Dartmoor and Exmoor. Between Fyldon Common, almost 500m high on thewestarn edge

of Exmoor, and Cosdon Hill 550m high ba horthern rampart of Dartmoor, the Culm plateau

varies in height from 280m on Rackenford Moor in the narélst to a similar height at Broadbury to

the southwest and about 230m on Bursdon Moor near Hartland. Further north the hillier landscape
of the Devonian era extends the upland of Exmoor virtually as far as the north Devon coast, with the
Estuary of the Taw and Torridge rivers as the other dominant landscape feature. Bordering the area,
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underlying Permian sandstone.

What makes this landscape distinctive in Devon is that it drains through the Taw and Torridge river
catchments northwards into Bideford Bay and the Atlantic. Only the Exe, to the east,amdritar,
to the west, drain southwards to the English Channel.

In terms of the historical landscape, north Devon (along with the rest of Devon and Cornwall, Wales
and much of the upland north of England) lies within the Highland Zone that was recognised by
Rackham and others (Rackham 1986). The other zones are PrahtlyiAncient Countryside,

which borders the Highland Zone to the east and also characterises much of the south east of
England. The third zone is Predominantly Planned Countryside, which encompasses much of the
Midlands, East Anglia and the south of Bngd. Significantly for this essay it is the last of these that

is associated with nucleated settlements and communal systems of farming. The Highland Zone was
characterised by dispersed settlement patterns.



North Devon in 2015 is still a sparsely popetharea, with its main centres of population

concentrated around the Taw and Torridge Estuary and along the Bristol Channel coast. The National
Character Areas map published by Natural England divides the area into two: Exmoor to the north
and east of Barstaple and The Culm to the south and west. Natural England has published profiles

for both areas (NE 2013).
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plateaux of Devonian sandstones and slates termindtirthe north at the Bristol Channel with a
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found in the landsape of the Exmoor area. In combination with a wealth of wildlife and many
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recognises two distinct areas that are relevant to this study in the North Deeteal® and

Braunton and the Taw and Torridge Estuary.
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forming the catchments of the Rivers Taw, Torridge and Mole.ig hisargely remote and sparsely
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Landscape Character Assessment

A Landscape Character Assessment of the whole area was carried out in 2010 and provides a robust
framework for landscape scale considerations (LUC 2010). Landscape Character Assessment is a
relatively recent discipline that has developed largely oveddlsetwentyfive years. The

assessment process takes into account a range of factors, based on a framework of landscape
description units and landscape character types. These factors include: geology, topography,
agricultural land classification, river caments, habitats, landscape and wildlife designations, and
historic landscape characterisation. In adopting this approach for the purposes of taking a landscape
scale approach to the origin of settlements in that area, there is, therefore, inevitablieareet of
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development. The historic landscape characterisation for Devon also provides a context at the more
local case study level.

The North Devon and Torridge assment was based on seven landscape character areas of which
five are particularly relevant to this study. They are further broken down into twengylandscape
character types. The full list of these areas is contained in Appendix 1.

The impact of the @ast on the landscape of north Devon is revealed in two landscape types of the
western north coast: the Coastal Open Plateau type of the Hartland coast and the Coastal Undulating
Farmland type from Clovelly to Bideford. The Coastal Slopes & Combes cotnglpieture on the

north coast and there are a group of four landscape types around the Taw & Torridge Estuary:
Estuaries, Marine Levels & Coastal Plains, Dunes andTldi&rSands.



Away from the coast inland north Devon is dominated by just threddeape types: Farmed

Lowland Moorland & Culm Grassland, Upper Farmed & Wooded Valley Slopes and Inland Elevated
Undulating Land. There are just two exceptions to this: the River Valley Slopes & Combes and
Secluded Valleys of the Taw and Torridge and tineutaries and two blocks of Estate Wooded
Farmland, one around Merton associated with the Clinton Estate and one around Chittlehampton
associated with the Fortescue Estate. North of Barnstaple, however, the landscape types are
distinctively differentconsisting of Upland River Valleys and Secluded Valleys, Moorland Edge Slopes
and Downland.

These landscape types therefore go beyond the underlying geology and resultant topography to
include the influence of different types of farming practice andti&t have a long history. Five of
them are particularly relevant to the history of settlement in the inland landscape that is at the core
of this essay: Upper Farmed & Wooded Valley Slopes, Inland Elevated Undulating Land, Farmed
Lowland Moorland & Cul@rassland, Moorland Edge Slopes and Downland. It is on these that the
history of rural settlement in north Devon is written. Moorland, grassland and woodland dominate;
each has been farmed in a particular way over the period. A brief summary of eachfiweth€Ts
follows.

Farmed lowland moorland and Culm grasslansldistributed across Torridge District, stretching

intothe southandsoutts  a G SN O2NYSNBR 2F b2NIK 5S@32Yy 5A&0NRK
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ridges of the Culm Measures.

Moorland edge slopesforms the southern and western edges of Exmoor, providing an important
setting and transition to the protected landscape.

Upper farmed and wooded valleslopes:.comprises the upper catchments of the main river valleys,
giving a gently rolling pastoral landscape of fields bounded by thick Devon hedges, crossed by a
network of springs and tributary streams.

Inland elevated undulating landcovers areas diigh and gently undulating farmland, mainly in
Torridge District, with a small patch soutfest of South Molton.

Downland:covers the North Devon Downs, including the elevated ridges between Combe Martin,
Berrynarbor and Ilfracombe. It comprises an apéaigh open farmland with broad rounded ridges
slowly dropping in altitude to the TaWorridge Estuary.

To these can be added tiestuarylandscape type. This extends from the upper tidal limits of the
Taw and Torridge, above Barnstaple and Bidefooshrdto the confluence of the rivers at Appledore
and Instow. Several early mediaeval settlements were built beside the Estuary, including
Fremington, Braunton and Northam.

Although the pattern of land ownership has changed markedly over the last twarbdiygars, the

big estates having been broken up (often when land values and farm incomes were low), it is the
contention of this study that the landscape still holds the clues to the extent to which land
ownership and farm and woodland management shapethtbandscape and settlement.

Case studies will look at the development of settlements in each of these landscape areas to see
what information they hold about origins.



North Devon before the AngkSaxons

Two things seem to be clear about Roman Devbat Exeter had a long and distinguished history,
both military and civil, during the Roman period and that the Roman occupation madéolittje
term impact on north Devon.

Exeter was first colonised as a military site early in fheehtury. It later @veloped as a town with a
significant civilian population. Defending it to the west was the military station at North Tawton,
linked to Exeter by a road whose route is still evident in the mid Devon landscape. Beyond this there
is very little evidence ofdnan occupation in north Devon, apart from a possible marching camp

near Alverdiscott, between Barnstaple and Bideford, and two to the west of North Tawton, at
Okehampton and Broadbury Castle, (other than the signal stations on the Bristol Channel coast
mentioned below). There was apparently little need for a permanent military presence (all of these
sites were shorived) and little attraction for Roman civilian settlement, unlike Somerset where

there is a notable prevalence of villas.

Recent excavatianat Ipplepen in south Devon have, however, demonstrated that Roman cultural
influence was present well beyond Exeter (albeit to the seméist in this case) and that there was a
significant continuity in the occupation of the Romalntish settlement baig explored there,
extending well into the posRoman period (University of Exeter website, reported in CA 301, April
2015).

Along the north Devon coast there were two temporary signal stations, at Martinhoe and

Countisbury. These were presumably part of a network that guarded the Bristol Channel, already an

important route for commercial traffic and a source of threat fromasion. Hoskins (1959) suggests

Berry Castle nortleast of Witheridge as another signal station that would have linked Exeter (via

Stoke Hill and Shoulsbury Castle) to the north coast stations. There would need to be others,

however, to give intewisibilii @ ® | S | f Thde isihdzbabStBativie shall find other Roman

roads in the hilly country to the north and nostiest of Exeter. We shall recognise them in small

pieces at a time, and gradually build up a picture of the complete road systemdoutse of timé @

There has been little inland archaeological site investigation since, other than in central Barnstaple

GKSNB aAIYATFAOIYG 62N] ¢6la R2yS Ay (KS mMobynQaod |
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(pers comm).

55 years on from Hoskins the suggested roads north of Exeter have still not been found, although a
couple of old ridge routes could be tentatively suggested. From Alverdiscott a raoiggth Way
Barton southwards, dividing at Ebberley Hill via Winkleigh Moor to North Tawton and via
Copplestone to Exeter can be suggested. The RosBaitish iron working on Exmoor and at

Brayford must have had accessible routes along which to carry theytrextracted ore. The principal
markets for iron implements would have been farming throughout the area, but for military
purposes presumably Exeter or South Wales. (However, on the basis of dating evidence for iron
working at Brayford, the period whenehmilitary centre at Exeter was active would have been too
early to provide such a market). Nearest available harbours on the north coast are Combe Martin
and llifracombe, and on the Taw estuary at Barnstaple. There were older ridge routes that would
have &d to them, evidenced by the tumuli and standing stones still to be seen along them, for
instance at Kentisbury Down. There were similar routes leading southwards, through what is now
South Molton. The use of the Taw/Torridge Estuary for trade has not &adenced by any finds,
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however; it can only be implied from finds coming from outside the area found on sites local to the
Estuary.

It would appear that such settlement as there was in north Devon in the Roman period was a
continuation of the Iron Age kingdom of the Dumnonii Celts. The evidence for this is in the number

of hill settlements both along the coast and inland. Coastal sitdade Wind Hill at Countisbury,
Hillsborough in llifracombe, Clovelly Dykes, and Windbury and Embury Beacon on the Hartland coast.
Inland sites include Kentisbury Down, Shoulsbarrow Common, Whitechapel Moor, Mockham Down,
Stoke Rivers and Smythaparktbe western and soutlwestern Exmoor fringe, Roborough near

Pilton, Knowle near Braunton and enclosures at Lee House, Marwood and Plaistow, Shirwell north of
the Taw Estuary; further west are Berry Castle at Huntshaw, Hembury Castle and Buckland Wood in
Buckland Brewer and, to the south, West Burridge near Chawleigh (Map 1 and Appendix 2).

Map 1

Parishes with Hill Enclosures in North Devon

(Highlighted)
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Notably, these sites mainly lie in the north of the area, further south and inland there is little
evidence of settlement in the Iron Age. The relative density of sites west of Exmoor could signify a
more populous and organised society or a greater degfemnflict between elements of society,
necessitating more defensive sites. Recent site investigations in north Cornwall, north Devon and
west Dorset have revealed evidence of unenclosed roundhouses forming apparent Iron Age

settlements (Russell M and G¥team P, Finding Duropolis: A new kind of Iron Age settlement, CA
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313, 2016 and Borlase, Pushing back boundaries: Iron Age open settlements in Cornwall, CA 309 Dec

2015). The main conclusion from these is that there are probably more such settlemermsts to b
discovered in the north Devon area!
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evidence is largely to be found in place name studies.
Map 2
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Place Name Evidendqéppendix 3)

Place name evidence from later settlement suggests that the area of the central Culm may have
been more wooded in this period (Mills A D, Dictionary of British Maoses, OUP 2003). Map 2
F6020S aK2¢ga GKS LINBGFtSyOS 2F aft SAIKé LI OS
Exmoor and Dartmoor and between the Exe and the Torridge. There are 24 parishes in this area
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over the period, gladeclearing- wood pasture- meadow. Before the AngiBaxon settlement of the
area in the 8 and 9" centuries, this suggests that the area was densely wooded and sparsely
settled. Pollen evidence, however, suggests otherwise and there is a marked absence of woodland

by the time of Domesday. The most compelling evidence for the wooded nature of the area is found

in the names of two mid Devon parishes: Morchard Bishop and Cruwyshisid. These parishes lie
5 miles apart, between Crediton and Tiverton on the low ridge between the rivers Dalch and Dart

(both rivers bear Celtic names). Morchard is a Celtic term for great wood or forest. Their affixes are

7
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manorial and postlate Domesady, but the fact that the earlier Celtic residents of the area named it

0KdzaA AYyRAOF(GSa (KIFIG GKS GaNBFd ¢22R¢ 2F GKS YAR
years before the Angi®axons arrived (and possibly for much longer). Other place néraesay

support the existence of woodland have a beer/bear element, as in Shebbear and Stockbear (strictly
O2LIIIAOS APSd YIylFI3ISR ¢g22REIYyROZ YR ySYSi2ys> KI ¢
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However, this is not the current view. Terry Green, in the report on the West Yeo archaeological
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not rich in recorded (prhistoric) archaeologil sites. There is no intrinsic reason for this and the
relative absence of evidence is likely to result from a lack of investigation rather than avoidance of
the area by early populations. The old idea that4b&l/on was clad in wildwood until the arrivd

Saxon farmers has long been abandoned, though it does seem that the area may have carried a
considerable amount of (managed?) woodland infprglish days, as suggested by numerous
placenames, both of English and Bri{Séltic origin, containing a walland element. Nevertheless,

the presence of Neolithic standing stones, Bronze Age round barrows and Bronze Age/lron Age
enclosures and settlements suggests that the wildwood was long ago reduced to isolated stands. We
do not know in fact what the naturglostglacial state of the vegetation was; it may well have been
more parklike than jungldike, which would account for the widespread occurrence of Mesolithic

flint scatters, particularly on ridges and hillsides overlooking the potential hunting gro€itiaks
NAPSNI Ol £t Seaoe

This view is reinforced by a more recent understanding of what the-glasial landscape of

southern Britain may have looked like and how it might have evolved. Landscape is constantly in
transition; it is not a given conditionftar the last Ice Age, around 11,000 years before the period of
this essay, the transition is likely to have begun with birch wood, followed by the growth of other
tree species and the arrival of large herbivores and their predators, over the land bhieige t
connecting Britain with mainland Europe. The theory of closed canopy forest being the climax
habitat of postglacial Britain is increasingly being challenged, on the grounds that it overlooks
animal disturbance (Isabella Tree in her b&gitding, Chapgr 4, The Secret of Grazing Animals,
2018 quoting Frans Vera).

The anthropocentric view of landscape formation that has prevailed until recently would have it

that, certainly from the Neolithic period and possibly earlier, landscape change would have been
driven by human intervention. That is now being challengedamdrounds. The first is the

geographical distinctiveness that geology, topography, rainfall, river valleys, soil and aspect can give
to habitats and landscape types. In the case of north Devon this is likely to have given rise to a mixed
landscape ranginfjom open moorland to closed canopy woodland.

In addition to this it is increasingly being understood that the larger herbivores (wild ox, wild horse,
bison, elk, wild boar and deer) as well as water managers such as beaver would, with their
controllingpredators such as wolf, bear and lynx, have had an earlier and greater impact on habitat
and landscape change than the first farmers. It is known from fossil records that these animal
species arrived in Britain 3000 years before the key tree species thassociate with closed

canopy deciduous forest (oak, ash, lime, elm, field maple, beech and hornbeam). They also arrived
before the first farmers. It is more likely therefore that, rather than a landscape dominated by closed
canopy woodland (other thanrosteeper valley slopes or cleaves), a mosaic of open moorland and
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lowland heath, woodland, wood pasture, mire, marsh and scrub would have characterised north
Devon, depending on the physical characteristics listed above.

That this posglacial processfayrazing is likely to have influenced landscape creation in north Devon
is illustrated by the fact that two of these large herbivore species remain in the wild in the area. Red
deer and Exmoor ponies are iconic species associated, in particular, witidugptanoor. Indeed, the
Exmoor pony is regarded as the closest breed of horse we have to the original tarpan or wild horse.
Their continued presence as wild animals demonstrates the continuity that herbivores have in
shaping our landscape. In the absencé¢hef large predators, humans have taken over the role of
controlling populations of wild herbivores.

Farming would have altered and added detail to this mosaic of habitats, by clearance and enclosure.

As evidence of this, further west, beyond the Torridge, there is a cluster of settlements with
Go2NIKeé¢ SYyRAy3Ia oal L) o of&ereldsure)suggsiing a thaieopeyf hf R O
landscape where the emphasis was on enclosing rather than clearing. Not only are there several of

these settlements on the ridges between Holsworthy and Woolfardisworthy, there are many
FIENXaaGgSIRa |t &2 SAFSNMSBYAlyad Adys 2AINAKEE F NBF @ Ly 2dzad 2
nine: Atworthy, Hardisworthy, Dinworthy, Trentworthy, Brexworthy, Alfardisworthy, Kimworthy,
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North Devon area, illustrating the longevity of farmsteads here, but it is the clustering in the west of

the area that may be significant. Here caveats must also be sounded. Firstly, the term evolved from
denoting enclosure to farmstead. Secondly the clusgmay simply represent the survival of this

GSNY Ay (GKS FINBIFIX gKSNB Ay 20KSNJ LJX I O0Sa AlG gl a 3

Map 3
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There area few place names having an earlier origin; those that exist are either related to rivers: Exe,

Dart, Dalch, Taw, Nymet, Okement, Torridge and Tamar are all Celtic in origin, or to religious

settlement: Landkey (Kea), Braunton (Brannpossibly) and Pedckstow (Petroc) all being named

FFGSNI / SEOGA0 daltAyidaedd | FSg KI @S 20KSNI 2NAIAYAEY
y2GSR GKIFIG L dzaS GKS GSNY a/StaA0é Ay GKA&a Saal @
that there is nasingle Celtic population grouping. The Devon and Cornwall Celts were part of the
Brythoniespeaking Celtic group, but very recent study has shown that even these were distinct from

their Welsh neighbours to the north.)

Clearly the British settlement patte that preceded the Angi&axons owed something to continuity
from the Iron Age, a lot to the rivers that drained the catchment and created a sense of the
sacredness of water, a few older ridge routes that gave a measure of accessibility through the
wooded or moorland interior and something to the British missionaries, mainly from Wales, who
established cells in the area in th& &nd 7" centuries. There were no nucleated settlements; the
enclosed or fortified places may have been settlements, deferssige or gathering places for

specific events. Unenclosed clusters of dwellings, if they existed in the area, are only just beginning
to be discovered.

Mapping place name distribution against landscape character areas does not give direct correlations,
suggesting that later development of the landscape may have overtaken any original patterns of
RAAOGNRAOdzOAZ2Y ® G2 2NIKee LI FOS yIYSa | NBZ K2gSOSNE
Undulating Land Character Area and the adjoining Farmed Lowland Mdaal Culm Grassland of

western Torridge, suggesting that these landscapes may have been influential in shaping settlement

form and pattern in these areas.
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The Arrival of the Angl€Saxons

The colonisation of north Devon by Angaxon settlers happeddate, even by Devon terms.

Whereas there are clearly documented events in thec@ntury involving invasion and battle, these

are mainly in the east and mid Devon areas; three battles are recorded in east Devon, Exeter and

mid Devon between 614 and 68h. 682 the West Saxon king Centwine fought the British

A2YSH6KSNSE AY YAR 5S@2y |yYyR RNRB@GS GKSY ala FIN I A
61 28 1AYya Mpppud ¢KS O2f2yAalidAzy 2F y2NIK 5Sg2y
virtually complete 200 years later, by which time the first town in north Devon had been founded, at
Barnstaple.

Nearly all the parish names and most of the other place names recorded in Domesday Book are Old
English in origin and many have a personal name origin that suggests either the identity of the
founder or owner of the settlement, be it by clearing or encleswr of the changing pattern of land
tenure particularly during the period of significant change of estate formation in the mid Saxon
period (see Appendix 3).

.S4ARSa (KS afSA3IKE YR Go2NIKeé¢ SyRAy3aIa y20SR |
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to early Celtic sulbegional names e.g. Crediton). Other \gka have topographical endings
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Map 4
t F NAEKSE 6A0K &¢ 2ndne ehdiid? (highlighted) 2 y ¢ LI + OS

North Devon

4




Gl FYéeé A& |y2G§KSNI St SY&ginidenbting éaclosureRThetelisaycl@steno@ S 2 NA :
GKI Yaé I NRdzyR . ARSTF2NRY Db2NIOKIYX !'60620aKlIYxX [AGQ
between them. Northam originally had a detached part south of Bideford, suggesting that the ford
settlement estalished there came later. The sequence is interrupted by Alwington, which might also

imply a later estate reorganisation, resulting from a subdivigigrhas a typically dispersed form,

with the church and town farm together but the rest of the parish goising scattered farms even

now. Parkham Ash still retains evidence of the strip fields that might have been part of an earlier

infield. (Green T. in The Heritage Handbook, NDAS 2015). Littleham may have achieved an elevated

status from its origin as a mir settlement.

The prevalence of personal names is the most common and distinctive feature, however. A quarter
of all parishes in the wider north Devon area have them. Together these place name elements give

some clues to the where and even who of satient, but do not answer the when, why and how.

None of the personal names is repeated in the area, suggesting that they derive from the foundation
rather than the reorganisation stage of settlement.

Yet by the time of Domesday Book there were over onedned and twenty named settlements at

GKS OSYuUNB 2F LI NRAKSA YR Yrye avYlrtftSNI aSaidt Sys
pattern had pretty much been established; it would grow and change over the next thousand years,

but all the significant plees had been founded.

As Robert Higham comments, placame scholars have differed in their views of what level of

9y It AaK AYYAIANI (GA2Y -faBdpattemd (Hyld MAnG AngByx@rt Deviork LI | O S
HAnyo® | S NBapHétiationdfa sokirdddaseddisthiction between the plaseame

evidence of the two counties, largely promoted by Oliver Padel, gradually replaced older ideas of a

mass English immigration into a landscape made empty by equally mass British emigration to

Brittany. Eve so, grasping the reality of early Devonian history through its plaoges remains

RAFTFAOMzE GY ht ABSNI t I RSiteraxds a faiglydradition® @ppryfaich, didesimg A 4 K S R
0KS YdzOK Y2NB a9y 3IfAaKé SELISNISandibsisthdon5 ST2y Ay C
significant rural immigration as an explanation of English plze®e formation for so many small

aSadf SylSyYilaam: 2F O2dzNES>X 6S GKS OFrasS GKFEG GKS Yz
reality (to the extent that we know it) of a more sparsely settled north Devon and that, until further

evidence is brought forward to challenge it, this approach can tened for the area.

Defence against the Vikings

There is very little place name evidence to suggest significant Viking settlement in north Devon,
despite their known presence across the Bristol Channel in South Wales and the Norse name of
Lundy (Puffin Island). There is a record of a battle on the ridetron coast in about 877 at Arx
Cynuit, variously attributed to Northam, Countisbury Hill, Cannington and (most recently) to a site
near Beaford. Northam lays claim to the site by virtue of the Kenwith, Bloody Corner and
Hubbastone place names (after Habtine Dane, according to legend), but current thinking is that
Cannington is the most likely location. The Danes had crossed from South Wales withttweaty
ships; they were met and defeated by Odda and his army.

12



However, the threat was clearly suféait to justify Pilton near Barnstaple, being established as one
ofthe four Devon Angly | E2y G0 dzNHEK&Eé ® tAfd2y Aad 2y | 246 KAf
on the Taw. In 893 a fleet of forty ships besieged a fort somewhere in north Devon; Hoskins
considers this was probably Pilton. By the time Alfred approached with his army the Danes had
retreated, however (Hoskins 1959). The site of the burgh has been tentatively suggested at Burridge
Hill Camp a mile to the east of Pilton. However, there haslmeearchaeological investigation to
examine that identification and there are some logistical arguments for it not being there but nearer
the Taw Estuary. Pilton could be the name of an estate that included the manor of Pilland but also
Barnstaple. A huned years later, in the reign of Ethelred Il (91®16) Barnstaple was minting its

own coins. Clearly it had been established as a commercial and administrative centre over the
intervening period.

By this time therefore the area was obviously worth defiigd This remained the case after the

Norman Conquest, when Judhael of Totnes, who was given land in the area, fortified Barnstaple and
built the motte and bailey the mound of which is still a feature of the place (and which partly buried
an AngleSaxon cmetery).

Approaching the Issue

It is impossible to approach historic landscape issues in north Devon without referring to the work of
W. G. Hoskins. Francis Pryor, in the Preface to The Making of the British Landscape (Pryor 2010),
NB ¥ SNE (classid, Pha Makisigiokthe English Landscape, which was published in 1955. The
point he makes about it is worth quoting in full, as it informs my approach to the subject in this

S & & IAt@&h4t time scholars believed they knew rather more than was actiedlgase. In the

middle of the twentietlcentury,it was also still possible to paint a convincing picture with a broad
brush. However, in the subsequent decades research has revealed a great deal more, and as a
consequence we now realise how little weiéact understand about the achievements of our
ancestors. Broad brushstrokes are fine in their way, but there is a very great danger that they might
LI Ayd 2dzi yR 20a0dz2NE GKS NBIFf LAOGdzZNE o¢

¢CKS FTYGKNRLRE23aIA&G /[t AT T 2gnsked Dippldggiof sfudydhddrefieiredd Ay
G2 aY2RSfta 2F¢ YR aY2RSta FT2NE NBFIfAGE O0¢CKS Ly
from the symbols of society but then try to build explanations from them of what reality they might

be showingFor Geertz religion was a classic example of models of reality. Models for reality start

from the evidence of how the world is and construct from that appropriate symbols, whether

scientific or social, of how these realities can be replicated. This typ@daas applicable to the study

of history and archaeology as to any other of the humanities. The Whig view of history, which
O2yaiNHz2OGSR Ada @OASe 2y | GY2RSt 2F NBFIftAdGee GKI
society from chaos and ignorancedader and the sunlit uplands of the Enlightenment and beyond,

prevailed throughout the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries and well into the twentieth. Indeed,

probably its most eloquent exponent was G. M. Trevelyan, writing in the first half of theietlent

century (Trevelyan G M, English Social History, 1942). Hoskins wrote in this tradition. Pryor is
acknowledging, but ultimately repudiating, this Whig tradition in Hoskins work, whilst affirming

l 231AyaQ O02YYAUYSyYyd (2 2azemms A2y 2F GKS I yRAaC
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Of course, writers have been producing narratives of history for as long as there have been
historians; Gildas, Nennius and the An§laxon Chronicle all constructed models of the history of

their society, as much as did the Whig historiam®se enlightenment view became overlain by a

late Victorian imperialist narrative of change through conquest. Robert Higham acknowledges this in
the Introduction to his Making of Angt®axon Devon (2008). This is not a problem as long as we do
not confusethe models with the reality! Indeed, in a subject area with as little evidence as the one
under discussion, this is an inevitable part of the process of testing ideas.

An example of this, relevant to this essay, is the concept that prevailed relativehallenged until
recently, that variations in settlement pattern and practice were the result of social rather than
environmental influences. Tom Williamson characterises this approach as coming from a
postmodern and posprocessual approach. He has d¢baged this approach in his essay The
Environmental Contexts of Angiaxon Settlements in Landscape Archaeology of ASapton

England (Higham and Ryan (eds), 2010). He argues instead that many of the spatial patterns
apparent in Anglésaxon England werm fact, structured by environmental and topographical
influences. This argument is taken up and developed by Mark McKerracher in his book Farming
Transformed in Angl&axon England: Agriculture in the Long Eighth Century (McKerracher 2018). |
will returnto this discussion later in this study.

Inevitably when writing at a landscape scale in an area where there has been little archaeological

evidence for the period under consideration, creating a model for reality is fraught with risk. If not

episodic coquest of a primitive society but gradual cultural dominance of a more civilised one, what
evidence is there for a different model of transition? There are broad brushstrokes in this essay, but

they are intended to be posed as questions, rather than agsestiWe know even less about the

early mediaeval period in north Devon than in many areas of England, even given the greater access

G2 GKS &a3aINBe tAGSNI GdzNBE 2F | NOKIFS2t23A0Ft AyoSsa
have taken placedve covered the period.

The purpose of this study, therefore, is to identify some possible avenues of thought and
investigation, as a framework on which to hang the more detailed results of further research.
Inevitably the framework will need to be mowdifl, and indeed eventually discarded, as more
evidence comes to light. It will explore the themes through a series of case studies, in an attempt to
move from broad brush generalisations to specific examples of different settlement origins and
types, in détinctive landscapes.

Before that, however, | need to explore one particular issue: whether the colonisation of north
Devon proceeded by conquest and the superimposition of new patterns of settlement, or by
assimilation in what was essentially a contirgiof existing settlement patterns. This entails a
consideration of the potential drivers of change.
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2. Continuity or Conflict

Until about 700 AD north Devon was still part of the kingdom of Dumnonia, the area that is largely
2RI & Qa Can@all ZTlis had been the case since the withdrawal of the Roman army from
Britain and before the advent in Devon of the early Arg#xons, a period of over 250 years. There
was movement during this period, including across the English Channel to edsahb known as
Brittany, but also around the Celtic Seas. In the deteriorating political climate of'theriury there

is evidence of significant movement from Dumnonia to Armorica. However, there was a measure of
continuity and identity amongst the Bish. Language and trade were established, coastal and
estuarine routes were in use. The population may have been sparse, particularly inland, but it was
1y26yd ¢KS YSGiS2NRt23A0Ftf OfAYF(GS 46l ax Ay Tl OO0z
average temperature was 1 degree warmer than we have today, and in Britain grapes could be
grown as far north as Tyneside. Warmer summers meant better crops and a rise in population in the
countries of northern Europe. There were fluctuations in this overatlpe and some suggestion of

a climatic deterioration between 56600 and again between 76800, before a further

improvement. Nevertheless, the pressure for space in Western Europe that resulted from climate
change was a driver of the movement of peoples

There is also evidence of the influence of the Bristol Channel coast on the developmentSaixore
{2YSNESGO® Ly . NHzOS 9 3t S a SaxonShirptopGgraRhical sugligsloyr / A A
the formation of Wessex (Eagles 2018), he statesdBatavations in the civitas Durotrigum

Lendeniensium have revealed the significance efdnilreoccupation and the wide contacts of the

elite in the fifth and sixth centuries. The western trading network in which the northern Durotriges

played a signi€ant role, however, was not shared by their southern neighldoérs ¢ KSNBE A& a021
investigate whether this influence also prevailed in north Devon.

Before looking at particular settlements, however, a series of questions needs consideration. These
include:

Where was the evidence for previous settlement?

How were the resources offered by the environment exploited?

What was the relationship between farming and settlement?

Was the farmstead, the hamlet or the nucleated village the basic form oésattit?
What type of buildings might we expect to find from the period?

How densely wooded was the area?

What were the pressures for change?

How were the defence, colonisation and settlement of the area organised?

To o o Do Do To To Io I

To what extent was the British popuian replaced or outhumbered by the incoming
population of AngleSaxons?

By whom was the area subsequently owned and administered?

How significant was the role of the church?

To what extent was trade carried out within and from north Devon?

To o o
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Pre-historic settlement in Devon

Much work has been done on the Bronze Age settlements of Dartmoor and Exmoor. A milder climate
made the high moors more suited to farming and there is comparatively abundant evidence of this
still (albeit mainly through burial mounds in the case of Exmddowever, as the Iron Age

progressed the climate became wetter and cooler and the high moors less favourable for farming,
particularly arable. The evidence suggests that the moors were abandoned for the lower lands of
Devon. Most of the Iron Age enclossitkes are on these lands, although there are exceptions such as
Holworthy on Exmoor. However, the evidence of settlement and farming is much less visible.

There is some evidence for earlier settlement on the lowlands of north Devon and it comes mainly in
FADBS F2NXAY O0dzNRAIf aAdSas adlyRAYy3a ad2ySas FtAyd

The evidence for burial is provided in the many barrows and tumuli recorded across the landscape.
There is a pattern to such sites; they tend to lmehigher ground and seem to be associated with
ridge routes. Examples can be seen at Berry Down near Berrynarbor, Burrow Cross near Meshaw,
Darracott Moor near Great Torrington, Burrington Moor Cross, Horridge Moor near Chulmleigh,
Wrangworthy Cross and @mnon Moor near East Putford, Beaford Moor and Riddlecombe Moor
near Dolton and Bursdon and Welford Moors in Hartland parish. The largest cluster in North Devon
is on Fyldon Common. All of these clusters, except Horridge Moor, appear to be associated with
ridge routes and with crossroads on those routes. Whatever their origin, they were clearly meant to
be seen.

Standing stones are more commonly associated with the high moors and there are a number on
Exmoor. Other examples are found closer to the coastiristance at Damage and Lee near
Mortehoe and on the ridge routes, such as at Kentisbury Down and at Stone in East Worlington.
There is also a stone row on the Taw at Yelland and a long stone in Pilton.

Flint scatters are fairly random in distributionrass the area. A recent example is at the site of the
NDAS dig in 2009/12, at West Yeo, East Worlington (NDAS 2013). Here flint material has been
identified from the Mesolithic through the Neolithic to the Bronze Age. This is fairly typical of such
findsand is evidence of the continuity of occupation.

What is clear, however, is that nucleated villages were not the pradtisezad,it was a landscape

of scattered farmsteads, with occasional defensive or memorial sites which may have been the focus
for communal gatherings. The recent report of the excavation of an unenclosed Iron Age

roundhouse and other structures, on a site at Middle Burrow near East Worlington closely
associated with Bronze Age burial mounds, suggests that there is still much evidehiseform of
settlement to be discovered in the north Devon landscape (SWARCH 2011). An even more recent
excavation at Tews Lane, near Fremington Pill, revealed late Iron Age structures whose purpose has
not yet been identified for certain. Of greatagsificance were the sherds of pottery that were

found on the site. These were identified as having their origin from sites across the south west,
extending from The Lizard to Poole and the Mendips, implying a significant coastal trade. There were
also sone sherds of pottery made from the local Fremington clay. Thus, there was both trade and
manufacture taking place close to the site, possibly using Fremington Pill and the Taw Estuary (ACE
2017 unpublished).
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The recent excavation of a substantial unenctbBen Age settlement, comprising roundhouses and
other structures, at Winterbourne Kingston in Dorset, suggests that our assumptions about
settlement patterns in the south west may not be correct (Russell & Cheetham, CA 313). This
example demonstrates arge settlement away from any associated hillfort.

¢tKS FdzyOiAz2ya 2F (KS KAffF2NILIA NB adadgAatt oSAy3

the existence of hillforts if we study them in their landscape setting. Hillforts required a pragpero

F

L2 Lddzf F GA2y (2 O2yadNUz0G FyR GKSYy (2 &adzZlll2 NI GKSY

are in good defensive locations but largely unsuited to permanent liyligh, steepsided and

lacking in a supply of fresh water. Some of the West Exrsites are closer to rivers and streams:

the notable concentration of them between Brayford, Stoke Rivers and Loxhore parishes suggests a
greater population density and activity there (and possibly a greater degree of social organisation)
than in the resof inland north Devon. On the Devon Historic Environment Record two of these sites
are identified as enclosed settlements, rather than hillforts; these are at Kentisbury Down and
Shoulsbarrow, both hill slope enclosures. The sites at Lee, Marwood andw|&sirwell may be

similar.

There has been very little archaeological investigation of the inland sites. Their identification as hill
forts of the Iron Age period may therefore be a matter of what we have come to expect from the
landform. They may havegeen enclosed settlements occupied later into the RomBnitish period.

We are only now beginning to recognise unenclosed settlements of the same period. The danger is
that our view is governed by what has survived.

Exploiting the natural resources a¢he area

Without exception areas are settled because they offer resources to be exploited: water, soil and
minerals at the most basic level. The biomass element of these natural resources: trees, grass, other
plants and the animals that feed off them ambat first characterise the opportunities for

settlement. North Devon, by virtue of its geology, climate and location has an abundance of such
biomass and wildlife. Whether managed (woodland and grassland) or cultivated (grains, peas and
beans), native wdlife (ox, horse, deer, beaver and wild boar) or introduced/farmed animals (rabbits,
sheep, pigs and cattle), all would have played a part in the resource exploitation of the period,
mainly for food and clothing, but also to support the farm economy. sS@&arce (2004) points out

GKIFG a[20Ff &GFyR&E 2F (NBSE 8AStRSR FTANAY IS 0odzhf

T2N) KdNRt S35 FyR YFIGSNRAIEa F2NI I 6ARS NIy3as 27

However, the absence of markets withreasonable trading distance of north Devon would suggest
that farming of these resources was, throughout most of the early mediaeval period, for own local,
and usually ofsite, consumption; in other words, it was subsistence farming. This is, of caunrse,
assumption; but until we find evidence of trading in the area during the period, it is probably a
reasonable one to make in the light of what we know about population levels and economic
opportunities.

CKAA& ol &ara FT2N (KS diedsivaild fiavelprofduyidlyanfuented She pate | Q &
of settlement, initially and for some time. There was little need for nucleation that derived from
collective activity. Specialisation and urbanisation (they tend to go together) came much later to
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north Devon. The r@rdering of land into estates that came later in the early mediaeval period may
have been as much about the transfer of wealth and power as the effective management of
resources.

However, there is evidence of a change in farming practitieeiighth century in north Devon. This

comes from palae@nvironmental studies in the Rackenford and southern Exmoor fringe areas (and

St aS6KSNBE Ay 91 aid 5S@2y03x NBO2NRSR o0& {(0SLKSyYy wAa
/| Sy G dzZNB Q oAkclaedloyydRagiBlaxodSEngland, ed Higham and Ryan, 2010). This

shows that, after a period of stability from the fourth to the sixth centuries in a largely pastoral

landscape, there is evidence for change with an increase in cereals, herbaceousstzoiatad with

arable cultivation and improved pasture. This implies that around the eighth century there was a

significant and widespread intensification in land use, which elsewhere has been argued as related

to a new form of rotational agriculture knowas convertible husbandry. Rippon concludes that

G¢CKSNE Aa y2 SOARSYOS GKIFIG GKAa NBIA2Y SOSNI &l g
9y 3t I yRQA ¢ lillddes and apef 8elds were creatpget there was still a

significant changeiK2 ¢ GKS f I yRaOlI LIS 6+ & SELX 2AGSRé D ! LI NI
amount of arable may well have demanded the introduction of the heavy plough developed from

the eighth century onwards. Williamson notes that ploughs and plough teams were exppiesigs

of equipment which were only used at certain times of the year. This may well have led to the
AKFNAYy3 2F LI 2dAKa yR (G2 (GKS OfdzaIdSNAY3I 2F FI NN
allowed rapid mobilisation of shared ploughs and teawtsije intermingled holdings, scattered

across land of varying aspect and drainage potential, allowed each cultivator a reasonable chance of
3SGaGAY3 GKSANI K2f RAy3 LX 2dzZ3KSR Ay GAYS FT2NJ aSSRA

McKerracher, writingn the context of case studies of central and eastern England, refers to

2 AffAlFYazyQa 62N] 0aOY S NRdIalcgndditiesmast otk withS O2 y (i Sy F
GKIG§SHSNI yI GdzNBE KIF & LINPGARSRI FYRI AF yheyl dzZNEQa L
must work all the harder to make good these shortcomings. Either way, their activities and choices

I NB O2 y dtisNdll suyels Bedéen more true for a landscape set in western England close to

the Atlantic, with all that implies for climateeglogy, topography and soil.

The mineral resources of north Devon, whilst relatively small compared to other regions, were
significant enough to be exploited from the Iron Age onwards. This particularly involved iron ore
extraction, principally from the area of souttest Exmoor. Inded, there is an argument that, if an
era is defined by its technology, rather than its culture, the Iron Age in north Devon continued
throughout the RomandBritish period and beyond. No other technology replaced it and the period
was largely aceramic, meimg that the clay deposits, used so significantly in north Devon from the
later mediaeval period onwards, were not exploited during this period (although the discovery of
local late Iron Age pottery sherds at Tews Lane near Fremington may imply otheiise
Archaeology 2017).

Whether timber, stone, slate, clay or reed were used for dwellings and ancillary buildings will only
become known when we discover more domestic sites from the period between 0 and 1000 AD.
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Farming and settlement

It is impossil®@ to explain the evolution of settlement without understanding the role and type of
farming in the area at the period. This is partly because farming is the first activity that is likely to
have impacted the landscape (other than ritual) and partly becaileges and hamlets are not
necessary to farming on an individual basis, but are to farming on a collective or organised estate
basis. Additionally, farming produces the most ubiquitous and enduring of all artefacts, the field
boundary.

The hedgebankhe prevailing form of field boundary in north Devon, takes a lot of effort to
construct and quite a bit to maintain. Composed of a stone and turf bank at the base and hedge
planting above, it is a form that lies between the stone walls of Cornwall onmdartand the

hedges of the soutleast (or of later enclosures). Once constructed it takes almost as much effort to
remove. For this reason alone, early hedgebanks are likely to have been enduring features of the
landscape, at least until the mechanisatioifarming made significant change to farm landscapes
easier.

If, therefore, the assumption, stated in both Rackham and Pryor, that the British landscape was fully
farmed and scarcely abandoned but adapted after the end of the Roman period, is follovwerbt i

also follow that the north Devon landscape before the arrival of the ABglkons was already
characterised by the small fields of Celtic farming in areas that were actively farmed, interspersed
through areas of open downland or moorland. To whaeakthese fields were associated with the

hill forts or enclosed settlements that had been constructed in the Iron Age is not well known. As
stated previously, Pryor suggests that to understand the functions of hill forts they must be
examined in the comxt of the surrounding landscape and its uses at the time.

Terry Green has done a lot of work on field patterns that suggest early establishment of farmsteads

in the area: it is a subject all on its own. It may well prove to be the one area of studsathatveal

the nature of the development of farming and settlement in the transition between the British and
AngloSaxon periods, in the absence of other available evidence. One element of this is the use of
GAYTFTASE Rk 2dzil FA St RéwelLasldudriek gbeRidg of ddWis, indo &rid indrshés> | a

Early farming provides one other form of evidence in the landscape: cultivation terraces. More
commonly found on the chalk downs of Dorset and Hampshire, where they are known as strip
lynchets, these areccasionally evident on hillsides in north Devon, notably on the southern flank of
Saunton Down and at Mortehoe.

Hamerow (2012) is of the view that the soutfest appears to have seen little change in land use

between the fourth and sixth centuries andates Rippon (in The Landscape Archaeologyngic

Saxor@ Yy 3f I yYRE SR® b ® | A 3 Euggésting ¥dRtinaty avtBeleydof the Romad) | &4 &
Period in an essentially pastoral landscipe 6 8 SS | 62@3S0® LF yedKAYy3IZ (K)
been the case in the relatively nelRomanised world of Dumnonian north Devon. One other element

of pastoral farming at this time that has been recognised more recently is the practice of

GONF yaKdzYF yOSés (KS &aSIazylf Y2 @iheSpadds & Bevddl (Gt &
¢ predominantly Dartmoor and Exmoor. This is likely to have had a profound effect on the social
organisation of farming and the social customs of the people of Devon (Pearce 2004).
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In summary, therefore, it would appear that farngiim north Devon evolved with the development

of the manorial estate system from agriculture that was largely based on livestock grazing with some
arable, in small Celtic fields, to an arabl@sed open field system (though largely in hamlets with

a Y A yeld systéimg Finberg 1953) by the time of Domesday, albeit one where arable land was
cultivated on a rotation basis with maybe only a third of arable land under cultivation at any one
time, and considerable areas of manorial waste. The extent to whistptiocess of development

was driven by the changing relationship between production and exchange and, in particular, the
gradual growth of urbanisation, in north Devon (as Hamerow suggests was happening elsewhere in
southern England) remains to be seermére immediate question is the extent to which it

influenced the development of rural settlements.

Farmstead, hamlet or nucleated village?

In her book Rural Settlements and Society in AdigloE2y 9y 3f I YR o6nnamuit | St Syl
is clear thathe Mid Saxon period saw the emergea least in eastern Englargof settlements

characterised by systems of ditched enclosbrées { KS | f a2 LRAyida G2 (GKS 3INP
existence of informally regular plots associated with settlements oMikSaxon period. Since this

is the earliest that settlements could have been established in north Devon it might provide an

indicator of what type of settlements we might be looking for.

Even a glance at the OS maps of north Devon at the beginning 2itteentury will reveal a

settlement pattern which has not changed much in a thousand years, except in scale and in a few
coastal locations. The coastal exceptions relate to the later development of fishing communities and
tourist resorts. For the rest the ptarn is of a very small number of towns, a few nucleated
settlements in the larger villages of the area and a large number of hamlets and farmsteads.

The early history of settlement in north Devon suggests a dispersed pattern based on hamlets and
farmsteads, many of which are still extant. Few parishes, even today, have a central nucleated village
and a significant proportion of those appear to be later developments of the original farmsteads and
hamlets. Many still show signs of the manor house, towmfar barton, and adjoining church

surrounded by the remnants of open fields, marked by the curvilinear shape of their field

boundaries, but without the development of a nucleated settlement. A good example of this that

has recently been studied is East Niftgton (Report on East Worlington House, SWARCH,

2012, from ADS website). The overall development of rural settlements is well summarised by Terry
Green in The Heritage Handbook (Green T, Rural Settlement in The Heritage Handbook, NDAS,
2015).

In his essagornish Strip Fields Mediaeval Devon and Cornwall (Sam Turne2806), Peter

Herring suggests the revision of a settled landscape with substantially built field boundaries into a
new pattern with larger open fields divided into strips oing around the sixth and seventh
centuries. He considers that that the new early mediaeval settlements were still hamlets. He
suggests that this arrangement of communally farmed land allowed both lord and landholder to
have closer control of allotmentr@hareholding. The same argument could equally be applied to
settlement in north Devon in the same period.
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I F' YSNRB g O2 YY Begditéiundengtand WhS it rémains so difficult to identify rural
settlements for so much of this period in the sewstand northg Sa & 2 T arRl¢sBst | Yy R €
g K S (i kh&neardbsence of settlements readily dateable to the Arggxon period in the

northwest and souttwest could be due to the continuing persistence in these regions of essentially
Iron Age architectural formsell into the postv 2 Y I y O S $hié daNskd&siitipdssible that the
small, dispersed farmsteads and settlements of these regions reflect many centuries of less
specialised, more seffufficient forms of land management.

This suggests that the studyiaoflividual nucleated settlements, even those that appear to have
been established relatively early, should look at them in the context of the hamlets that are
dispersed through the surrounding landscape in order to understand the processes in play,
irrespective of their location and type. This principle will be adopted in the case studies that follow.

RomangBritish and AngleSaxon Domestic Buildings

Hamerow (2010) usefully examines and summarises the results of excavations 6SARrgio

dwellings andancillary buildings, particularly those undertaken over the last forty years. She
identifies how dwelling design evolved through the Early, Middle and Late Saxon periods, from small
singleroom rectangular buildings to larger salivided dwellings and ta greater variation in

building types as time passed. The Arglxons followed the Germanic tradition of building in

timber rather than stone. Their buildings were almost always rectangular, with larger hall houses
having an extended outline with slightylging walls at the long sides. The traditional Devon
longhouse seems, elsewhere in England, to have been a later mediaeval development.

I ' YSNB & 0O Hn devon addCorindlBadistincive building tradition is apparent even in the

Late Saxon péard, by which time the region was at least nominally under ABgixon rule. Groups

of buildings excavated at Mawgan Porth, near the north Cornish coast, occupied between the mid

ninth and mid eleventh centuries, provide some of the clearest evidends thtlition Bruce

MittordM dppT 0 ® ¢ KNBES NBOGF y3IdzZ | NJ WO2dzNIiél NRQ K2dzaSa
and several smaller rooms around the other sides of the yard. The walls were made up of stone facing
filled with a mixture of brokempslaS | yR S| NI K®é

As AngleSaxon settlement in north Devon did not begin until well into the Middle Saxon period, it
might be thought that any dwellings excavated in the area might either follow the form that had
evolved by then in the rest of Wessex, or theal tradition that Hamerow suggests. The truth is we
simply do not know, because none has yet been discovered and excavated. This difficulty is
exacerbated by the fact that, although Iron Age roundhouses are known in the area, no later
dwellings have yebeen discovered that postate the Roman occupation. Added to this there is no
evidence of villabuilding in the area either.

Put simply, we have no evidence of dwelling types and construction in north Devon for the thousand
years from the end of thedn Age until the Norman occupation (and beyond). Any discussion is
therefore speculative. Was there a continuity of roundhouse building and occupation well into the
AngloSaxon period (as might seem probable from the absence of any known villa siteays or w

there a gradual adoption of rectangular building forms after 700? (Or indeed was there an overlap of
both building types?) Unless every An§laxon dwelling in the area was subsequently replaced in
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situ by later mediaeval buildings, there must be evitketo be found, even though the acidic nature

of the soils in the aremakesevidence of timber structures very hard to find. If, however, they

F2i{t 206 GKS 5S@2y FYyR [/ 2Nysglft GaGNIRAGA2YE ARSY (A
easier to locag.

Woodland North Devon

The extent of woodland in north Devon depends on three natural elements, climate, topography and
soils; to this can be added the influence of woodland management.

Primarily the climate of the area is mild and damp, with arggranaritime influence. Prior to the

period under question the climate had become wetter and cooler, resulting in the abandonment of
farming and settlement on the high moors and a migration to lower levels. Such a climate is ideal for
growing grass and treeand both would have flourished in a cool temperate climate. In-pashan

Britain (and across northern Europe) however, a warming climate would have made arable farming
more viable again in Devon, albeit with periods of poor harvest resulting from-tdvont

fluctuations.

Topography is responsible for the miectimates in the region: not only the rainfall differential

between the high moors and the lowland areas, but also the more localised influences of valley
sides, plateaux and aspect. The plateandkcape of the Culm across the central area of north Devon
is bisected by the deep fldtottomed valleys of the Taw and Torridge and their major tributaries, the
Waldon, Okement, Mole and Bray. Further north the more deeply incised downlands of the

Devonian Exmoor give a more varied topography with narrow steep sided valleys. Finally, the
estuary of the Taw and Torridge gives a flat lowland landscape with some of the best arable growing
conditions in the area.

Both the Culm and the Devonian are compriseaimty of sandstones and shales, with a clay basin
north of Meeth and alluvial soils around the estuary. The main distinction is that the Culm soils tend
to be more poorly drained and lead to distinctive unimproved grassland vegetation. Although Culm
Grassand owes its existence to a combination of geology, topography and rainfall, in its current form
it is largely a posinediaeval phenomenon, resulting from a decrease in ploughing following the
enclosure of poorer arable land for more specialist pastomahiiag in the nineteenth century. On

the poorly drained Culm the resulting unbroken watetaining sward, visible in the yellow grasses

that are so distinctive from the sown rye grass commonly seen in the area, would have begun to
predominate. Field drairge and a return to more intensive farming, driven in particular by mid
twentieth century farm policy, during and after the Second World War, was responsible for the loss
of much of the Culm Grassland. (For a more detailed historical account of the deesibphCulm

DN} daflyRX 4SS a/dAY /[/2dzyiNBY !y KAAG2NRAOFE Ay dN
Assessment of Recent Historic Change, Devon Wildlife Trust, 2014. He makes the point that the
heyday of Culm Grassland was probably between 18801850). The early mediaeval agricultural
landscape may not have looked much like either, but been more of a managed patchwork of arable
and pastoral farming.
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The original succession woodland in Devon was either oak or hazel depending on soil, topography
and aspect, hazel predominated on the better soils and oak on valley sides and wetter areas. Ash,
elm and willow, with many other species, were found throughout. Beech was a later introduction.
(Rackham 1986)

Woodland management, whether clearing, coppg or timber harvesting may have been practiced

in the area for a thousand years before the Saxons arrived. Place name evidence suggests that there

were still some substantial wooded areas: Morchard and Broadwood being two indicators. The

residual signf OF yOS 2F ¢22RflyR a | f20FGdA2y TFT2N) 62 NEK
grove) place names that are found between Crediton and South Molton, in broadly the same
f20F0A2y da GKS af SATIKE YR aY2NOKINRE ylIYSao

North Devon now is known as a pastdeaidscape, with a predominance of sheep on the uplands,
beef on the Devonian and dairying on the Culm. Evidence from Domesday and other sources
suggests a more mixed and less specialised farm economy certainly up to the period of the
enclosures. By Domeay, Devon only had about 4% woodland cover, one of the lowest proportions
Ay 9y3flyRY gAGK KIFIfF GKS /2dzyieQa ¢g22Ra avltf SN
with the (in)frequency of mentions of woodland in An@axon charters in Devon (adtugh it

should be noted that there are no charters for the coastal north and west of the County) (Rackham
1986). At the same time the balance had shifted, so that there was twice as much arable land
(43.3%) as pasture (20.3%). Nevertheless about 30%afAas waste, although it was not always
recorded as such (Bradbeer J. in The Heritage Handbook, NDAS, 2015). Manorial waste, basically
unworked land, is likely to have had a higher proportion of scrub woodland.

Armies and urban centres create a demaaddrain. In the absence of either the area is unlikely to
have been a significant grain provider for the Roman urban economy but there would probably have
been more arable than we see now, primarily forfanm or local consumption. Either way there is
likely to have been substantial woodland clearance by the time the Saxons arrived.

However, there is also likely to have been a significant hiatus in woodland management in the two
hundred years before this, for reasons that will be explored in the nexiosed his implies that the
clearance suggested by place name evidence may have been as much about scrub woodland as high
succession woodland or wildwood. Absence of farming for a period of fifty years, in most north

Devon landscapes would produce fairgnde scrub woodland of hazel, thorn and willow, leading to

ash and oak over time, depending on soil conditions and slope. Place name evidence suggests these
species were wellepresented in the area.

Finally, it should be borne in mind that elsewherdeimgland the Angl&axons built in timber
throughout the period and that this implies a sufficient supply of raw material of the right species to
sustain the construction of dwellings and ancillary buildiggsless of course they were using cob,
thatch ard stone in north Devon.
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Pressures for change

There is no doubt that in the po&oman period a sort of balkanisation of the previous occupied

territories of Britain took place, resulting in many competing tribes and small kingdoms. At the same

time there was a period of increasing incursion from éaest, in the case of the east coast, and from

the west, in Wales and western Britain. This period is summarised by Barry CurBffitmiim Begins

a ¥F 2 The @éme &orh 360 to 650 was, by any standards, a period of dramatic change. A child

born in tre 340s, in old age would have looked back on a lifetime of increasing turmoil, culminating in

the total collapse of order and government, inextricably bound up with the incursion of aliens on an
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The evidence of incursion from the west, particularly from Irelandyusad in the memorial stones

using Ogham script found in Cornwall, West Wales and on Lundy. There is also place name evidence

in southwest Wales. Evidence of trade along the Atlantic routes and into the Bristol Channel is

found in imported Mediterranean ptery in Cornwall, Somerset and South Wales. The only place

lacking in evidence is north Devon. This raises the usual quesisarbsence of evidence, evidence

of absence? Was north Devon a remote and-laig LJdzf | 6§ SR SEOSLIiAz2zy (2 G(KS a
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British population is evident from the remnant hill forts and enclosures.

If migration did indeed take place from Dumnonia to Armorica, in part in response to these
pressures, it would have resulted in a degree of abandonment of farming, especially in the areas of
less favoured soils, such as the poorly drained Culm.

There must have been a significant population, known in southern Ireland and West Wales, to

explain thearrival of Christian missionaries from there into Cornwall and Devon, as evidenced by the

LI NAaK FGiGNRodziA2ya G2 /SEtGAO a{lFlAyliaédd ¢KS F2NN
communities, often in isolated locations. Some, however, sawtheis duty to travel among

communities to spread their beliefs and practices (Cunliffe 2013). Robert Higham (2008) makes the

point that only the north of the county bears the clear mark of early Celtic saints: Brannoc (at

Braunton), Nectan (at Hartlanddnd Kea (at Landkey).

Colonisation from the east would have added to these pressures. As the-8agims advanced
across southern England, reaching Wiltshire, Dorset and Somerset by the end Bicietéry
(eventually to form the kingdom of Wessex), there is likely to have been a westward movement of
native Celts, pressing into Dumnonia. It was some time, however, before this resulted in direct
conflict between the British and the Ang&axon incomss, in Devon.

The organisation of colonisation

Defence and attack

. @ 1'5 cnnz I 002 NRhe Wekt Sndns, havidNdyercondeyhie fedistatcs of &
Somerset, now confronted the kingdom of Dumnonia, which still retained its freedom in the
sauthwestpeninsula ® . & Tnn GKS Ay¥FtdSyO0S 2F 2S53aSE KIR &l
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Cornwall. How this happened is described by Hoskins and others. There are four recorded battles
for the control of Dumnonia, found chiefly in the writings of theiatis (as is usually the case). The

first was at Bindon above Axmouth where the British were defeated, with over two thousand dead.
Hoskins considered this to be a large battle for those days. If that is the case it implies a leadership of
the kingdom of Dmnonia that was able to command considerable military resources and to sustain
such heavy losses. The defeat seems to have resulted only in the extension of the kingdom of
Wessex as far as the River Otter.

It was another forty years before the next recedibattle, at Peonnan in 658. Hoskins considers this

to have taken place at Pinhoe. Again, the British were defeated and Wessex gained control of Exeter
and the Exe Valley. An alternative view, which is now the prevailing opinion, is that this battle was
fought at Penselwood on the Wiltshire/Somerset border, in which case the new western boundary

of the kingdom of Wessex is more likely to have been the River Parrett in Somerset. (This accords
GAGK w20SNI | AIKFYQa OGASg O métinclubigagNfeWibieaf 2 F (KA &
Exmoor, was part of the kingdom of Dumnonia.) Three years later Cenwalh, king of Wessex, fought
the British at Posbury, soutivest of Crediton, extending his kingdom further west and south, but

not yet into the north of the couty. The impetus for this advance may have been the loss of

territory by Wessex to the expanding kingdom of Mercia, which created another pressure for

change.

In the year 682 there is a record of another great battle, at an unknown location possibly in mid
58g2ys Fa + NBadAd 2F 6KAOK / SyligAyS RNROS (KS
of Wessex to the Atlantic coast and the Tamar. The remnant kingdom of Dumnonia occupied what is
now Cornwall. The next stage of And@axon control came ifnl0 when King Ine defeated Geraint,

the last Dumnonian king, and gave Wessex influence in Cornwall. Further conflicts are recorded,
however, led by King Ecgberht of Wessex between 813 and 822, and the completion eSaxgho
control of Devon (and CornWamay have taken until the reign of Aethelstan, a hundred years later.

It is likely that a significant British population continued to farm Devon in isolated farmsteads, under
negotiated terms. The AngiBaxon pattern of settlement that accompanied theveé colonisation of

the area took a different form to its British predecessors only in some parishes, where later
reorganisation into estates produced a small number of classic nucleated villages.

Colonisation and settlement

It may be assumed from thieguence of battles between welirganised kingdoms that the
colonisation and settlement of north Devon was carried out in an organised manner, through
conquest, under the authority of the kingdom of Wessex. If this is the case it might be expected to
showboth in the settlement pattern and in the type of settlements that were established from 700
onwards.

What is immediately apparent is that the Iron Age hill forts do not seem to have been adopted as
settlement sites. Many of the new settlements were edisiiied on existing ridge routes or on river
crossings, but away from the old defensive sites. The only place names that suggest association with
earlier fortified sites are Cookbury, Thornbury and Roborough in modern Torridge, and possibly
Berrynarbor onlie north Devon coast. However, in each case there is no evidence of the earlier
GodzNE¢ aAlGSo
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Whether they replaced existing British farmsteads is not known, but it would appear that the earlier
AngloSaxon settlements were mainly hamlets while lateisome cases, larger villages in a

nucleated settlement form were established in a pattern that was previously unknown, outside of

the enclosed settlements of the British. Whether this was for defensive reasons or due to land

ownership needs, or both, theadsic Saxon nucleated settlement of the Midlands seems to have

consisted of a central space surrounded by the village farmsteads and an open field system and

common land beyond. In north Devon Bradworthy is an unusual but good example of this form.
Highamsuggests that such settlements may have not been established until theetflury, as

power accumulated in fewer hands (2008). Later, individual farmsteads may have been established

remote from the village as enclosure took place, although this may inalgded some British

farmsteads that were taken over or resettled. Place hame evidence suggests both may have
200dzZNNBR® ¢d22NIKeéé¢ FIFENY yIYSa LINBR2YAYIFGS Ay . NI
particularly around Fremington and on the Cornish mrrd-arms with the name Yelland or Yellaton
adza3sSaid a2ftR fFYyR 2NJ FINXYE GKFG o1 a LINBOA2dzafe 2
this.
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presence of an extant open field at Braunton (one of only two still worked on a strip system in

England) the open field may not have been universally us#itkiarea. There are other indicators of

Saxon village form, including a grid layout as described at Sedgeford in Norfolk (Faulkner, CA Feb

2015, describing the work of Andrew Reynolds on Afsgiron boundaries and John BlairAnmglo
Saxorsettlement l& 2 dziR&yiholds sees the development of boundaries within settlements from

the later 8" century AD, especially in th& @nd 8" centuries, as a reflection of a changing social

order increasingly preoccupied with defining individual responsibilitiés iTturn, he suggests,

aK2dZ# R 6S GASHSR Ay GKS O2yGSEG 2F WGKS ANRGGK |
whose increasing geographical extent, at the expense of each other, required new forms of social

2 NH | y A &helcHaggyigsooiraer he describes is certainly likely to have pertained in north

Devon in the 8 century.
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large swathe of Middle and Late Angb@axon England, but alstear indications of the repeated use

of multiples of standardised measure, the short perch of approximately 4.6m. The implication is that

some centralised authority was at work, and Blair speculates that Church surveyors may have been
marking out the ladscape in late 8- or early 9' century England much as Roman mensores surely

werein 240 Sy (i dzZNBE Thiid ard sgnye Anterdsting possibilities here for both measuring

possible grid layouts and examining the role of the Church in the layout ad-8agbn villages in

north Devon.

Besides its extant open field, Braunton also has a street layout that is suggestive of such a grid, albeit
rather irregular in shape. However, the steeper topography of the surrounding area, particularly on
the Devonian ofvest Exmoor may have prevented such a regular form being used more widely.

One argument for the prevalence of the open field in Devon may support the place name evidence

for woodland clearing. If open fields replaced an older system of small fieldsseddby

hedgebanks, particularly if such fields had been abandoned and become overgrown with scrub

g22RE I YyRZ (GKS GFal 2F ONBIGAYy3 |y 2Ly FASER aea
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Not all nucleated villages had grid or central space patterns. Some developed later as mediaeval
boroughs (not always successfully, as at Winkleigh); some were linear, having been established along
a ridge route and not having extended into a grattprn until much later. Bratton Fleming appears

to be an example of such a linear village. In others the central enclosure may have had a more
irregular shape or been infilled early on. Winkleigh may be an example of this.

All these elements suggest agtee of increasing central control or planning, by the principal
landowner, who may often have been the king, or by his agents. They also suggest that there was
less continuity in terms of settlement pattern between the British kingdom of Dumnonia and the
newly extended Angk&axon kingdom of Wessex, than might be expected, certainly less than in the
era of the kingdom of Dumnonia, which had successfully straddled the Roman period and continued
for over one thousand years, three hundred of which pdstedthe Roman period. There may

indeed have been more continuity between Angaxon and Norman settlement (in form not
ownership) than between British and Angdaxon. The degree to which British farmsteads and their
populations were assimilated into the nesgttlement patterns of the Angt&axons is hard now to
discern.

One recent significant piece of evidence for the continuity of British occupation well into the-Anglo
Saxon era is provided by the West Down Inscribed Stone, discovered in 2012 and dacliment

2014 (Green & Padel, PDAS 2014). The attribution of this stone to a named British leader, Gwerngen,
in the 8" century, the stone being probably located originally on the edge of the cultivated land
between Braunton and West Down and relocated to tilkage sometime later, provides evidence of

the survival of British social leadership locally to a later date than previously thought: an argument

for assimilation rather than conquest.

Many AngleSaxon parishes in north Devon never developed the ntediesettlement pattern that

is considered to be typical elsewhere; Marwood and Tawstock, both near Barnstaple, are two

examples. The great swathe of Culm stretching from Rackenford in the east to Pancrasweek in the

west contains very few larger nucleateiflages but many small hamlets that seem to have been the

basis, in some cases, for manorial estates. Whether they retain elements of an earlier settlement

pattern is a subject for further study. Apart from anything else we would need to know much more

abodziT . NAGAAK &aSGGfSYSyd Ay GKAA LI NI 2F 5dzYy2yal
whether the hamlet is the base pattern for settlement and the larger nucleated village a later

manorial imposition (discussed above).

There was certainly confliceltween the old and new kingdoms, at least initially, but change was

driven as much by different land ownership and social patterns. Robert Higham sees a basic

sequence of grant of land (generally by the king to a thegn or a church), formation of an estate,

construction of a private church and definition of a parish in the evolution of settlements in the

LISNA2R 01 AIKIY HanyO® ¢KS aAy3dz2yaé NBFESOG GKAS

Hamerow (2012), in considering the assumption that the earlier planned layodtsystems of

enclosure associated with Mid Saxon settlements were also reflections of lordship has the following

G 2 &arhedYestian of the role of lordship in the organisation of individual settlements is linked to a

much wider debate concerning whetttbe creation of common fields was a gradual, draoun
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north Devon may also have something to say about the extent to which lordship was a determining
influence in the nature of settlements in the area.

This brings us to the hierarchy of land ownership and administration in /Aa{on Devon, the
subject of the na&t chapter, but first a more fundamental question has to be consideredwhat
extent was the British population replaced or outnumbered by the incoming ABgkons. Was it
overwhelmed, driven out or merely newly administered?

The balance opopulation between British and Anglk&axon

Recent DNA studies are beginning to shed light on the residual evidence for populations across the
United Kingdom. Research undertaken at the University of Oxford, based on the analysis of DNA
from people whose ndparents lived in the same place as them, reveals that Cornwall and Devon
remain genetically distinctive from each other. In fact, the genetic differences between Cornwall and
Devon are comparable to or greater than those between northern English atiilsBsamples.

However, Devon is also distinctive when compared to the remainder of England (Leslie S, People of
the British Isles Project, University of Oxford, published in Nature 19 March 2015). These differences
are remarkably closely aligned with tobeunty boundaries of Devon with Cornwall and with the
counties of Somerset and Dorset to the east.

wW20SNI | AIKFYIZ Ay (GKS 9LAf23dzS (G2 KAa 02213 LRaSs
people of moreor-lessGermanic background settled irefdon in the late seventh and eighth
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publication of his book, we amoser to answering this question, at least in terms of the proportions

of the early mediaeval population having different genetic and geographical origins.

The significance of the Oxford study is that it reveals for the first time the extent to which the

makeup of the population in these rural areas has remained remarkably consistent, but also the
extent to which the influence of successive waves of immignagince the end of the last Ice Age

has varied across the UK. In Devon the Ai&ggon component is more marked than in Cornwall,

but less so than in Dorset and Somerset, suggesting a longer and slower process of assimilation, with
a lower proportion of he population being of AngiBaxon origin. Consequently, there is a higher
LINE L2 NIGAZ2Y 2NAIAYFGAYT FNRY a4/ StGAO0E 1 yRAZ y 2N
clues, but not yet answers, to the nature of the process. It suggests that nidiie &ritish

population remained, albeit that their language was replaced by the emerging language of English
and the administration of society took on distinctly An@axon rather than pogRoman

characteristics.

Might this also suggest that the disged pattern of Celtic farming, with a few enclosed settlements
but many individual farmsteads, or farm hamlets, may have remained the distinctive basis for the
subsequent settlement pattern in the area?

It should be borne in mind, however, that even byniiasday north Devon probably only had a
population of between 10,000 and 15,000. This is a pretty small gene pool in which to fish!
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3. Land ownership and administratiarkingdoms, shires, hundreds, minsters, sees, parishes, burghs,
and mints

What followsis a brief summary of a complex subject spanning about three hundred and fifty years.
The Kingdom of Wessex

From Centwine to Aethelstan, north Devon increasingly became part of the kingdom of Wessex. The
consequence of this was that society was goveraed regulated, and land owned, as part of that
kingdom. This would have included the settlement of the area. Later decisions, particularly around
the organisation of urban centres, were direct decisions of the king: for instance, the establishment
of the burgh at Pilton and the mint at Barnstaple.

Although Wessex was not a centralised kingdom, in the sense that it had a geographical centre of
administration, it was increasingly subject to central control and planning. This reached its apogee
under Alfredwhose contributions to defence and to education in particular are well documented
and whose legacy continued into the founding of the kingdom of England in 927.

One explanation for the naming of Angi@xon settlements might be that in the earlier yeafrthe
kingdom society seems to have been more broadly ordered, enabling the ceorls, the free peasants,
to provide the foundation for much early settlement activity. Thus it may well have been these
whose individual names are recorded as founders in tirsgreal name elements of settlements,
particularly if they were founded in thé"&entury; the later they were founded, into thd"@nd 10"
centuries, the more likely it is that the place names reflect the aggregation of land ownership into
fewer handsLater AngleSaxon society became more hierarchical, with power becoming
concentrated in the hands of thegns, to whom ceorls began to owe both taxes and fealty. As power
accumulated, manorial holdings began to be granted. The alternative view to thig the¢hdegree

of social organisation and azperation needed in the communal farming activity that is implied in

the creation of a village settlement (as compared to an individual farmstead or hamlet) makes it
almost inevitable that the name of the settlemieso established would reflect that of the social

leader under whose authority that settlement was created.

The Shire of Defnscire

Local administration of defence and justice in the Saxon kingdoms was principally undertaken
through the shires. The shidf Defnscire was probably created in 805 when the area was formally
annexed into Wessex. It is first mentioned in the Arg#xon Chronicle in 823 (David Nash Ford,
Britannia Gateway) and is referenced in documents subsequent to that. The ealdormaroafiBev
mentioned in relation to defending the county against the Vikings; for instance, Odda is said to have
defeated them at Arx Cynuit in 877 (possibly at Northam or at Cannington in Somerset).

Hundreds

Hundreds were a later mid tenth century adminigive introduction, brought in principally for tax

collection purposes, but also associated with the local administration of justice. Therghirgye

two hundreds covering Devon, nine of which were in north Devon. These were: Black Torrington,
Braunton, Femington, Hartland, North Tawton and Winkleigh, Merton (Shebbear), Shirwell, South
az2zfid2y YR 2A0KSNAR3IS 0aSS .SyelYAYy 52yyQa al L
Landscapes of Governance map of Domesday boundariesc2@ap 5).

29



Map 5

The Humreds of Devon

N

Devon
1:50,000

0 16
O km

There is some discussion over whether the hundreds that were established (or codified) by King
Edgar were a recognition of practices that had already become established. Hundreds are generally
associated with a manorial estate (and sometimes a minsterath@s at Hartland, Braunton and

South Molton) and often contain meeting places or moots, where justice was administered. Such
meeting places were not always located in settlements, suggesting an older tradition of meeting
(Turner 2000). They could be ostate boundaries, on distinctive landscape features, such as

mounds or crossroads, or by significant trees. Brookes and Baker (2011) have done further work on
meeting places in the hundreds of England under the UCL Landscapes of Governance project.

Turnerhas an interesting suggestion to make about these meeting places continuing the use of

earlier pagan sites (2010). He suggests the plfateYS St SYSy G aa il LX S¢ 3 YSI yA

indicator of such sites. This is interesting in north Devon inview &#tNek 3A Yy 2F . | Ny adl L3X
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hundreds: Braunton, Shirwell, South Molton and Fremington, although it seems to have been within
Braunton hundred. It later became a centttadministration for Angl&axon north Devon. Might it

originally have been a peripheral meetiptace for one or more of the hundreds that surrounded it,

based on an earlier pagan site that is reflected in its name?

Most of the hundreds in north Devdrmad population centres that could be clearly identified, both

then and now. The reasons for the boundaries of the more sparsely populated Black Torrington and
Shirwell Hundreds are harder to identify. Black Torrington hundred extended from the Cornish
border eastwards to beyond the Torridge, Shirwell from Roborough above Pilton to Countisbury.
They are probably both estater manorrelated, as the others are, but may reflect the sdikision

of earlier territories.

Domesday Book is, of course, a princgmairce of information on the estates that comprise the
hundreds towards the end of the TXentury, with some information on pr€onquest ownership.
Shirwell is a good example. The Hundred Map itself suggests a basis for the boundaries of the
Shirwell Hadred, with the detached outlier in the Woolacombe area. The Hundred appears to cover
the later mediaeval and poshediaeval Chichester estate holdings of Woolacombe, Youlston and
Arlington. Domesday refers to lands within the Hundred being held by #Wil@Poilly, Baldwin de
Meulles and Odo Fitz Gamelin. FBenquest owners were Wulfwaerd, Beortmaer and Vitalis (who
owned one small farm).

Additional evidence for the importance of Shirwell includes the location of the Deanery of Shirwell

and the fact hat the Archdeacon of Barnstaple (one of only four archdeaconries in Devon)

traditionally lived in the village. This suggests a longstanding ecclesiastical significance, at least. At

the western end of the Hundred sits the Burridge Hill Fort at Roboratiglso includes several of

the cluster of other Iron Age hill enclosures west of Exmoor, including Plaistow whose meaning is
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and bailey at Holwell, Parambe and the Roman signalling stations at Martinhoe and Countisbury.
Altogether the Shirwell Hundred seems to have had greater strategic significance than might at first

appear. However, the irregularity and disjointed nature of its boundaries suggest thaght have

been carved out of an earlier administrative unit centred on Braunton.

Shirwell can be compared with Hartland Hundred. More research has been done there and it has

0SSy adzYYINRASR ¢Sttt o0& [dz0d WeRENBE6HINMBO I oK dR €
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relating to the early manorial organisation of the Hartland region, undertaken by Robert Pearse
Chope who lived in the Fatacottargaf | F NIif F yYRZ | & {&® ! ® CAYOSNHI Iy
Pearse Chope 1902b; Fox 1986). Pearse Chope suggests that what is now Hartland parish was

essentially an ecclesiastical unit and much of the land holdings are not recognised within Bomesda
accounts. A significant influence on the area and particularly on the parish was the church. Before the
arrival of the Regular Canons of the order of St. Augustine of Hippo, there was a college of 12 secular
canons at Hartland founded by Gytha, wife aflEsodwin and mother of King Harold, at the site of

the early mediaeval chapel (Gregory 1950). Gytha maintained the canons on the land which she
dedicatedtothent ¢ KS SI NI & YSRAIFS@GIE OKI LISt Ay (GKAA [ dz
Hole.
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possible to identify two influences occurring within the Hartland Moors study area. Finberg (1956)

notes that the manor of Harton was a royal estate intirgh century as in Domesday it is listed as

'y Sytiide KStR o0STRRPlwsadc pHe OBURKYIXP @Eavway3d 2
Hartland hundred thus illustrates the twin poles of church and king in its structure as a parish and a
hundred.There is one anomaly in the Hundred of Hartland: it included as an outlier the parish of
Yarnscombe about 15 miles to the east, south of Barnstaple, at the time of Domesday. Delley, in the

parish, is known to have been an An@axon estate. Presumablybitlonged before the Conquest
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king and within it the holding of Stoke St Nectan was in the hands of twelve canons, and this seems to
reflect the broad arrangenms in existence when in about 881 Alfred bequeathed the estate to

ORI NRZI KAAKSt R&AABAR yrNYfie aw/ STt 1A0Q yBY&AHRN (K
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definition of a hide) in the Torridge valley to Glastonbury in 729 (referred to in later monastic

records and mentioad by Higham, 2008). This is the earliest known West Saxon charter in Devon

and Cornwall. The location, and significance, of this grant is not yet apparent, although Finberg

suggests it may have consisted of Hatherleigh and Jacobstowe (Finberg 1953)eWithaty be

related to the reference, in the Angf®axon Chronicle, to Merton (Devon) as a defensible settlement

in the 750s is not known (quoted by Higham in Higham & Ryan 2013). In a later charter dated from

802, King Egbert granted Sherborne Abbey hiemt¢es by the River Torridge, with enfranchisement

of the property acquired there by the Abbey in 729. Whether this is the same land is not known;

Finberg suggests it may have been located at Petrockstowe.

The role of the church

Monasteries, Minsters ad Sees

Cornwall is better known than Devon for its Irish and Welsh missionaries, who travelled round the

interior. Kea and Petrock are mainly associated with Cornwall, although there are churches in north

Devon that are dedicated to them. Brannoc is itliéed almost exclusively with Braunton and

Hieritha (a later Christian martyr) with Chittlehampton, however. Nectan is the dedicated saint at

Hartland and Welcombe and Rumon at Romansleigh. In any event the area was apparently worth

the effort for theWelsh missionaries who came and left their legacy at least in the names of places

they were associated with. The era of Christian missionary endeavour in the area probably started in

the 6" century and lasted throughout the"century, by which time Brgh2 O Q& OKdzNOK & . N
may have become the mother church for the surrounding area (but see below in the Braunton case

study for an alternative view).

The arrival of the Angi&axons brought a church that was organised on a more hierarchical basis.

Thiswas mainly the result of the conversion of the Anglaxons to Christianity being a tdpwn

affair, with kings being baptised first and their nobles. As an example (quoted by Nicholas Higham in

The AngleSaxon World, Higham & Ryan, 2013, YUP) the lasihpaggleSaxon king Caedwalla of

the West Saxons2 yf @ NBOSAOSR o6l LIIAAY G whxesityioyal cyy ® | A
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baptisms only started the process and Christianisation of the rest of society may have taken
generations. The active suppressif paganism seems only to have begun late in the seventh
OSYyldzNE>X YR Y2ylFaldAO F2dzyRIGA2Yy 2y | fI NBS &0l f

It may well have been the case that a newly converted West Saxon kingship took on a more
extensively converta British Christianity in north Devon and slowly imposed its new ecclesiastical
structures on the area. If so, visible progress was not made for another hundred years.

The early 8 century grant by the king of land by the Torridge to Glastonbury Abkeay isolated

reference to ecclesiastical ownership in north Devon. The efrbeftury appears to have marked a

change from the monastic cell structure of British (and early ABgboon) Christianity in Devon to

the more hierarchical structure of the iititional AngleSaxon church. There are a handful of

charters granting land to the Abbeys of Sherborne and Glastonbury ifthe®10" centuries.

(One other charter records the grant by King Eadred of 1 cassatum of land at Nywantune (considered
torefSNJ 12 bSgiizy ¢NIX OSeé o0& CAYyoSNHO (2 {d tSGNROQ:
of the Sherborne See, but in thel0entury a bishopric was established in the County, initially in

Crediton in 912, until Leofric moved it to Exeter in 10&ortly before the Norman Conquest.

I OO2NRAY 3 G2 ¢NRAGNIY wA aR?2 Fdward, §irdanm@iSenioed 5S 02y 3
nursefather of the church, finding these western parts to want ecclesiastical discipline, by the advice

of Pleymond Archbislpoof Canterbury, ordained a provincial synod and decreed that three new

bishops should be consecrated, whereupon Edulph was appointed to Wells, Herstan to Cornwall and
Werstan to Devon, who had here his see, where after him one only of his successeirsgydatice

NBY2 @SR (i ThelobiBoR reférgegtdis Bishops Tawton and the date is 905.

l OO2NRAY3I (G2 W2AaSLK /KFEGdGFgle Ay al!y 1 AaG§2NAOL f
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travelling from his see at Bishops Tawton to visit the Saxon viceroy Uffa, whose residence was at

Crediton. It is believed that the @&entury Copplestone Cross, a listed building and scheduled

ancient monument that wadrst mentioned in a charter dated 947, was erected in commemoration

of his murder (from the listing description in 1965, subsequently quoted but never updated by

Historic England).

None of this is verifiable, albeit that Risdon was born in Winscottjl& & the Wood, and he does

y20 [[dz2GS KA A& &2 dziabndHdoker of ExetbiOvBo nyag ek dad éddédsdito now

f2ald R20dzySyidaz gNAGAY3I Ay (GKS aSO2yR KItF 2F (K
first who fixed the episcopahair at Tawton, a small village about a mile and a half to the south of

. | NJ/ a {iHe i88dinde® of her marginal note quoting Hooker reinforces the account that Risdon

recorded a few decades later. It does not explain the choice of Bishops Tawtoe finstiseat of

the see. It does, however, provide a very good reason for relocating to Crediton, which also had the
distinction of being the (alleged) birthplace of St Boniface or Winfrid-{45. Bishops Tawton

remained the site of one of the palacektbe Bishops of Exeter until the Tudor period (Pearce

2004).

The choice of site away from Exeter may suggest a degree of independence from the crown, but it

may also be in part a response to the continuing British presence in Exeter and a desire o avoid

OfFakK 2F / KNRalGALFY OdzZ G§dz2NBad / NEBRAG2Y NBLINBaSyi:-
harder to put in a context, although it may signify a desire by the church to make its mark on a
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recently colonised area (or it may be a baekjectionof the later history of episcopal ownership in
order to reinforce a claim).

Minsters predated sees, shires, hundreds and parishes and were eventually superseded by them.
They were associated with the geography of the hundreds and the location of saimenuf

Hartland, South Molton and Braunton (Brannocmynster iff' @éntury charter), for instance, can be
identified in north Devon (Green T. in The Heritage Handbook, NDAS 2015)

Parishes

The system of parishes is believed to have grown out of the fiognaf new churches by the

initiative of AngleSaxon landowners. The thegn who founded the church and held the land would
appoint a priest to the church who then took over the religious duties from the priests at the minster
church for the area. This chamgequired the drawing up of the territories the churches served for
taxation purposes. The churches received payments as tithes from those living within the
administrative boundary of the parish. These were based on the boundaries of the estate of the
founding noble. Robert Higham puts forward the view that, since it is recognised throughout England
that parishes were commonly formed from secular estates, these eg@tishes, developing from

the very late Anglésaxon period, may sometimes have been sssoes to estates of prEnglish

origin, preserving earlier boundaries of great antiquity (2008, p. 85). He cites Hartland and Braunton
as possible examples.

Sam Turner in his essafe Christian Landscape: Churches, Chapels and Grossasnts that

oDegite half a century of work, it remains unclear how many chsitds genuinely date to the fifth

YR AAEGK OSy(ddaNAS& NI GKSN) GKIy GKS f1FGSNI{I E2Yy
the archaeological and historical evidence it seems ltkelythe majority of church sites first

FLIJSEFNBR 0SG8SSy GKS aS@SyidK I y(Rirnér &y2006) Cle&ly ( dzNA S 3
there remains further work to be done on a slbg-site basis.

The power of the church

What seems to be apparenttisat through the period the role of the church appears to have varied
from instrument of the state (the monarchy) to alternative power (and wealth) base. The shifts in
this role and relationship to secular power also had an influence on the reorganiséfizmd
management and the evolution of settlements.

Urban settlement

The burgh of Pilton

At the end of the 9 century, Alfred, having overcome the Danes and completed the treaty of
Wedmore in 878, established a system of fortified places throughout his kingdom, as a defence
against invaders; four of them were in Devon, at Exeter, Halwill, Lydford and PiltoBufgteal
Hideage (913) refers to Pilton as opposite Barnstaple, possibly referring to its position on high
ground on the opposite bank of the Yeo (Hoskins, 1959 and Reed, 1979).

The site of the fortified burgh is unknown; it may have been on the ridge evtiner church is
located, at the head of the main street of the settlement, or at Burridge Hill Fort near Roborough.

34



222R O6mMpycyv 0StAS@®Sa GKFG GKS LXFYYySNR 2F ! f FNBF

Chisbury, Pilton and Halwell as sites wheoa IAge defences were refurbished as skherm
burghs. At least the Burghal Hideage document gives some indication of;$tifiten is described as

0SAYy3 &dzZLILRNISR o6& annn KARSA fSada nnéd hy GKS ¢

pole (8% yards) of wall required four men, this gives a circumference for the Pilton burgh-60850
yards, which is close to the circumference of Burridge Hill Fort. (This, incidentally, would make Pilton
the second largest of the four burghs in Devon, aftestény. The site at Burridge certainly

commands an extensive view down the Taw estuary and northwards through the gap in the North
Devon Downs created by the Bradiford Water, as well as south and eastwards, whatever its tactical
disadvantages might have bee

Or the burgh could have been built south of the Yeo, in Barnstaple, the possible sacred site and early

meetingLt | OS 24dzZ33SaGSR 68 C¢dNYSNRE 62Ny & 9EOF B GA2y

the Saxon boundary of the town lay within the Greamé. area on the town side (Wessex
Archaeology 2013); if that is the case the area enclosed would have been roughly equivalent to the
dimensions of the Burghal Hideage.*

*A hide was a unit of taxable value rather than of area. Its definition seeh®/®varied both
geographically and over time. Generally, however, it was considered to be the area of land that
would sustain a household. In early Ar§laxon England, the hide was used as the basis for
assessing the amount of food rent due from a vélag estate, and it became the unit on which all
public obligations were assessed. There was a general tendency throughout Domesday for a hide of
land to be worth £1. In theory hundreds were based on 100 hides, although the redrawing of
hundreds over thegriod meant this often ceased to be the case. In some instances, a hide was
assumed to equate to 120 acres of land; there are various reasons for this definition no longer being
regarded as tenable. Nevertheless, the grant of 10 hides, as in the 72%@87 & charters granting

land in north Devon to the church, was a significant ar€akén from Wikipedia, quoting multiple
sources, updated 21 November 2018)

Trade and the mint at Barnstaple

Barnstaple is known, from the reference in the Burghal Hidefigen 913. By 979 it was producing
coins. By this time the town was clearly an important trading centre, at the head of the Taw Estuary.
Beyond that, its origins are unknown. There is believed to have been a defensive bank around the
townand an Anglksa2 y OSYSGSNE 61 & SEOF@GIGSR 2y /Fadts$s
carbon dating of a skeleton from the cemetery suggests an eighth century presence, significantly
earlier than previously anticipated. Nothing more is known from the period, however.

Thequestion arises, though, of how much trade was being carried out within and beyond north
Devon in the Angk&axon period. A profoundly agricultural economy may have produced surpluses;
there were taxes to be paid to church and state, increasingly ovepenied. Food is unlikely to

have been traded beyond north Devon and the area is not a natural exporter of grain. There was a
mediaeval wool trade, but no evidence of this being an early activity.

Yet the Bristol Channel was a known trading route andmbBstvon has an extensive, albeit largely
hostile, coastline. There are few natural harbours, llifracombe is the most obvious one, and the Taw

and Torridge Estuary poses some hazards in crossing the Bar. Was there a north Devon equivalent to
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Bantham in souttevon? So far, no evidence has been found of a continental trade, or even a
Bristol Channel trade in this period.

No coins from the Barnstaple mint have been found in north Devon, but the presence of a mint may
imply local trade of sufficient volume tearrant the production of coins locally. Nicholas Higham

L2 Ay Ga 2dziIitwoRldb® @Biddke td sKippdse thiat commerce and industry were the

key drivers of urbanism around 900; rather, urbanism developed out of the need to bolster royal
power,provide defences andnergise resistance to the Vikiggg 61 AIKFY | yR weél y

This is a likely explanation for the origin of Barnstaple, but much work would need to be done to
verify it.

4. Summary

Some critical factors in the transition from Duoonian Celtic to Angi&axon settlement in north
Devon can be set out. The area, in common with most of the rest of Devon, was settled by the
AnglaSaxons relatively latepost 700. It should be noted that AngBaxon settlement in north
Devon therefoe postdates the Early Saxon period in the rest of England and cannot commence
until well into the Middle Saxon period, possibly towards the end of it (indeed the terms Early,
Middle and Late Saxon may prove to have little relevance in considering thiogmant of
settlements in the area). This meant:

A There was a greater continuity of the Celtic population during and after settlement
A Kingship had already been established amongst the West Saxons
A Conversion to Christianity had already taken place in the West Saxon kingdom (just)

Nevertheless, culturally and politically the transition to an Engljsaking Anglk&axon hegemony
meant that both the language and the governance changed completelycdrtsmquences for

settlement pattern are likely to include the gifting of land by kings to thegns and to monasteries. The
factors influencing the pattern of early mediaeval settlement in north Devon include topography and
land use, church and manorial esaoldings, early pioneer farm clearance, later amalgamations

and overlordship, defence, law enforcement and taxation and a small debt to the British
predecessors. We are dealing with a time of transition in a zone of transfer of power, where final
conclsions on outcomes will inevitably remain speculative.

A tentative phasing, or at least broad sequence of events can, however, be proposed, as a hypothesis
to be tested. Initially, after the withdrawal of the Roman administration, the independent kingdom

of Dumnonia was (regstablished. There is little evidence of theaecupation of the enclosed hill
settlements and the population is likely to have continued to live in hamlets and farmsteads

scattered throughout the area. Nevertheless, this was a-fytlyerned kingdom with its own

structures of governance. This period lasted from about 450 to 700, during which time a number of
monastic cells were established, largely by missionaries from South Wales.

After 700 the Devon part of the kingdom of Dumnooc&me increasingly under the control of the
kingdom of Wessex. During this period the rulers of Wessex would have given landed estates in the
area to their followers and to the church. The settlement pattern would have remained dispersed.
Later in the Angl&axon period, from 85050 say, a dual process of estate consolidation and

36

H



subdivision would have led to the establishment of individual manors and associated churches and,
in a few cases, of nucleated villages. These would have been associated witfretgbeypstems and
common land. The system of hundreds would have also been established in this period, to enforce
justice. Increasing incursion by Viking forces led to defensive fortification and, ultimately, to the first
urban settlement in the area.

Inall of this it has to be borne in mind, however, that we have very little evidence of the
development of Anglk$axon settlements in north Devon from 700 to 1050 AD and even less for the
forms of settlement in the area for the preceding 700 years!

The casestudies which follow in Part 2 will hopefully illustrate these factors to some extent. They
have been selected to give a geographical range, placee variety and therefore a sufficient
degree of distinctiveness to make them worth selecting (given timeige paucity of evidence) Map
6 below.

Map 6

The Case Study Parishes

Winkleigh, Bradworthy, Bratton Fleming & Braunton

(Highlighted)

North Devon
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They are:

Winkleighc & Of S NiAme héhe sdbth odtBe area

Bradworthyc y & Sy Of 2rameNdtide ndriwesd S

Braunton¢ | & { 2 yraimeligkthe @cth, with a distinctive geography and history
Bratton Fleming; I & (i 2 ynamelidk the @dstheast in a moorland edge location.

Part 3 will attempt to draw out some conclusions for the adopted landscape scale approach to the
origin of settlements.
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Part 2
Case Studies

2 AYV]1ESAIAKY 2AySOlFIQa /fSENRY3

Landscape Setting

The village oWWinkleigh lies at the soutkastern extremity of Torridge District on a sot#iting

ridge between the Rivers Taw and Torridge at 170m (560 ft) AOD. This ridge overlooks the upper
valleys of the Taw, Okement and their tributaries and the central Devon thlat comprises the

softer sandstone of the Permian era, below the northern slope of Dartmoor. Ridge routes run
eastwest between Hatherleigh and Eggesford, nesthuth between Barnstaple and North Tawton

and northwestsouth-east between Great Torringteend Crediton, through the village. It is 12 miles
from Great Torrington, 13 miles from Crediton and 21 miles from Exeter. The-sastérn

boundary of the parish is formed by the Taw. The boundary of two Landscape Character Types runs
eastwest through he village, with the Upper Farmed and Wooded Valley Slopes LCT to the south
and the Farmed Lowland Moorland and Culm Grassland LCT to the north.

Winkleigh Wood lies immediately east of the village. Wooded valley slopes are typical of the areas
either sideof the Taw and Torridge and their tributaries and woodland clearance is a probability in
the forming of settlements in such a landscape.

Whilst the Culm Grassland of central and western north Devon may be a habitat and landscape type

of more recent creaon, the lowland moorland on which it is based is of longstanding, with its

characteristic poorly drained plateau soils that are derived from the underlying geology. However,

0KS RAAGAYOlA2Y 0SG6SSYy Y22NItyR lofemieda Rt I YR A3
sheet for the area shows a significant area of moorland to the south of the village across the Bullow

Brook, with field names such as Northern Moor, Great Vellow Moor, Little Vellow Moor, Summers

Moor and East and West Long Moor.

Visually, B 6 SOSNE (KS f I yRaAOFILIS (2 GKS a2dziK A& R2YAY!l
granite moorland. The relationship that Winkleigh may have had with Dartmoor is explored in a later
section.

Place Name Evidence

That this landscape distinction issime longstanding is evidenced by the presence of a number of

Gft SAIKE LI FOS yIFYSa G2 dtieparishesddiBEndleighRddesiSighjland2 T 1 K S
Hatherleigh and hamlets of Goodleigh, Ingleigh Green, Fishleigh and East and Wespluggh

Broadwoodkelly to the immediate south S & 1> g KSNBF a4 GKSNB FFNB y2 af SA
north on the moorland landscape of the Culm.
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Map 7
Winkleigh OS 1891
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Map 8

Winkleigh Ti Map




Settlement Form

The 1891 OS map (Map 7) shows the village having an irregular form. The chief determinants of this
appear to be the ridge routes that intersect at the village, which appears to infill the quadrant
between the eastvest route and the two roads linking norénd south. To the east of the village

lies the motte and bailey of Court Castle, with Court Barton adjoining it. These appear to be
associated with the park and wood to the east again. One of the ridge routes appears in plan to have
been diverted around @urt Castle into the village.

Towards the western end of the village lies another, smaller motte and bailey called Croft Castle,
near Townsend. Robert Higham considers that this may have been built in®freedfury as a siege
work in opposition to Cat Castle during the civil war between Stephen and Matilda (Higham R. A.
The Castles of Mediaeval Devon, 1979). Colin Humphreys (see below) refers to the division of the
manor a hundred years later, Croft Castle being part of Winkleigh Tracey manorQobiteCastle

was within Winkleigh Keynes.

The parish church lies at the centre of the network of streets created out of this quadrant. To the
north of the church is the principal street which appears from its width to have been the location for
the formermediaeval market.

To the south of the village are some narrow fields that might suggest the enclosure of strips in the
F2NNSN) 2LISy FASEtRO® ¢KSaS NB ASNBSR o0& | ydzyo SNJ
Copse. There may have been other offiefds to the west and north, while the village common

lands would probably have lain beyond these on the moors.

The 1840 Tithe Map (Map 8) and apportionment show a very similar pattern of settlement as the
1891 OS map. It suggests that the form of thikage had been well established for a long time, as
had the outlying hamlets and farmsteads.

Of the settlements around Winkleigh, only Hatherleigh, Exbourne and North Tawton to the south
and Dolton to the north appear to have a nucleated form. All ttreecs are clearly manorial

hamlets, principally comprising a church and barton or manor farm. Such settlements include
Dowland, Ashreigney, Hollocombe, Wembworthy, Brushford, Bondleigh, Honeychurch, Sampford
Courtenay, Broadwoodkelly, Monkokehampton anddsleigh.

Domesday Book Winkleigh

At the time of Domesday Wincheleia was in the North Tawton Hundred, which extended from
southeast to northwest along the ridges between the Rivers Taw and Torridge/Okement as far
north as High Bickington. There wei@ places mentioned in Domesday within the hundred, of
which Winkleigh is the largest, both in population and in taxes paid. North Tawton is the second
largest in population, but paid little tax. The separate Hundred of Winkleigh was created in post
Saxortimes.

Winkleigh was described in Domesday Book as having 86 households, comprising 60 villagers, 10
aftl S48 FyYyR mn 20KSNA® LGa GFIE ol&asS s6+a pop 3ISER
GSFYad hidKSNI NB A2 dzND Srds, 380yadds ofitmBalownl lelagDeNdb gastuzeTandt 2 NR €
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500 acres of woodland (park). Livestock comprised 38 cattle, 15 pigs and 160 sheep. There is
mention of a park, which seems to be associated with the woodland, the boundary of which can still
be clearly seeon the modern OS map and on the ground.

In 1066 the lord was Brictric of Gloucester, son of Algar, and in 1086 Gotshelm, brother of Walter of
Clavelle, who held it from King William. Brictric held a number of Devon manors, particularly in the
north of the County. These included Northlew, Halwill, Clovelly, Bideford, Littleham, Langtree,
Iddesleigh, Winkleigh, Ashreigney, Lapford, High Bickington, Morchard Bishop, Holcombe Burnell,
Halberton and Ashprington.

This makes Winkleigh a large and relativelyaale village, with the only park identified in Devon
Domesday. It was clearly of some significance as an /AA#don settlement.

Manors mentioned in Domesday around Winkleigh include Loosedon to the west, which had 17
households and comprised 468 acres.

Devon HER

There are nearly 400 HER records for Winkleigh, the great majority of which relate to the Second
World War Airfield. The earliest records relate to two Bronze Age finds near Court Castle and Shute
Lane.

The first of these is a Y&entury record oftheF AY R 2F | . NRyYyIT S 1 38 NI LA SNJI ;
barrow adjoining the Exeter to Bideford road near Court Castle (MDV 12567). The second find was
recorded in a report of a watching brief carried out by SWARCH in 2006 of groundworks in a field

under cevelopment off Shute Lane to the south of the village. An ovoid pit was found, the fill of

which contained six sherds of Middle Bronze Age pottery.

The groundworks the subject of the 2006 watching brief also revealed a number of linear features

running rorth-south, which were interpreted as evidence that the site was a mediaeval field system

a5+ TnHAyOoO® ! RSal] FaasSaayvySyid 2F GKS &aAdGS OF NN&
FNRY WaKdziSaQr WaKdziaQ 2NAEABIRZ2YEQ ORNVAK AdINB yat 2
2T G0KS YSRAIFIS@OIE aGNARL) FASEIR aedaidSyYyoé o0ab5% cHNcrT
GKAOK adlisSa GKIFIG avYlye 2F GKS FTAStRA aK2gy 2y
multiple ownershig = Yy R 2 | 2NYSNJ 6unnno ¢gK2 adlkisSa GKIFG
FASETR FYyR O02YY2y 3INITAYy3IkY22N a2adsSyx .£t201 27F YV
Vellow Moor, Northern Moor and Southern Moor probably represents former commdah ¢ A y 3 ® €
(MDV62465)

Other Features

Several of the routes running southwards from the village lead directly to the northern slopes of
Dartmoor, via South Tawton, Sticklepath, and Belstone. These routes could have as their origin the
driving of livestok to and from the high moor in spring and autumn, a practice known as
transhumance. The route linking the village to Crediton and Exeter and northwards towards Bideford
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seems to have been diverted into the village from an older alignment, possibly ifther 11"
centuries, as it is interrupted both by the site of Court Castle and by a property to the south.

Discussion
2 Ay 1fSAIKQA NBEFGA2YAKAL G2 GKS (1Sé ljdzSadAazya NI
Evidence of previous settlement

The evidence for pr&axon settlement is poor in the Winkleigh area. There are the two Bronze Age
finds on the southern and eastern edges of the settlement, indicating a presence of some sort.
However, the ridge routes through the village generally laekatwidence of burial sites,

roundhouses and standing stones that are often associated with them. For these one has to look
well to the north, on Riddlecombe Moor, Beaford Moor and Burrington Moor. There is nothing to
the south until Dartmoor is reached. iSlsuggests relatively late settlement of the area, with only a
transient Bronze Age population. Until greater evidence of Iron Age settlement is discovered, it has
to be assumed that this was a much more sparsely populated area of Devon.

Exploitingthe NB I Q& NB a2 dzNDSa

The place name evidence (and the paucity of otherp2 Y'Y S@ARSY OS0 adza3Sada
resources were limited to the timber of remnant woodland and to summer grazing. If settlement

came late to this part of north Devon, it was pags a result of the AnglSaxon colonisation. The

evidence for strip fields and from Domesday suggests that this may have been substantial. The drove
roads leading southwards to Dartmoor suggest that it may also have beeongatiised on a

seasonal farnmg basis.

In terms of field names in the Tithe Apportionment, park, close (mainly in arable use) and meadow
are more common than moor or marsh, where the coarse pasture was generally located. This
suggests a long history of enclosure and of arable usghabids were also common. In overall terms
the agricultural resource appears to be rich.

Farming and settlement form

This would also suggest that the organisation of a substantial settlement occurred in the mid to late
Saxon period, perhaps from the end of the eighth century, concurrently with the greater exploitation
of farmed resources. The surrounding hamlets may s been contemporaneous with the
settlement of Winkleigh, rather than earlier forms.

Building types

This far south it may also be assumed, until evidence is discovered, that the form buildings took was
the traditional timber built rectangular dwellisgassociated with the miBaxon period, rather than

the Cornish stonduilt forms that are found further west and nearer the coast. Timber is likely to
have been in plentiful supply nearby.
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Woodland Winkleigh

This is where the place name evidenceisinio O2 YLISt f Ay3ad 2 Ay 1 f SAIK fASa
north Devon where conditions were most favourable to woodland and where clearance may have

0SSy tFiS® ¢KS I NBI | 062dzyRa A y-acteivédlah&park atthé OS vy I Y
time of Domesday.

Here, as elsewhere in north Devon, it is important to draw the distinction between woodland
pasture and dense higbuccession woodland.

Pressures for change

The pressures for change may therefore have come late, other than the Ruiti@my presence

some 5 miles to the south near North Tawton. The Afg@fson incursions in the lat& @entury are
likely to have been the first substantial pressures in the area, but change is likely to have followed
relatively swiftly. Apart from anying else, this may have helped Winkleigh become a dominant
settlement in the hundred of which it was to form part.

Defence, colonisation and settlement

There are three sources of evidence for the defence, colonisation and settlement of the Winkleigh
area over the first thousand years CE. The first of these is the substantial Roman military presence to
the south, on the ExetelNorth TawtorOkehampton axis. This does not appear to have led to
substantial associated settlement. An equivalent to Ipplepenyietiso be discovered north of

Dartmoor.

The second set of evidence is provided by the referencd toeftury battles between the kingdoms

of Dumnonia and Wessex. At least one of these appears to have been in the landscape corridor west
of Crediton andhorth of Dartmoor. This may have led to relatively early Aif@daon settlement of

the Winkleigh area, since it lies within a strategic corridor running west from Exeter and straddling
routes to the north.

The final source is Domesday, which confirmsdkistence of a substantial and prestigious
settlement centre at Winkleigh, forming part of a substantial manorial holding in north Devon by
Brictric of Gloucester.

Ownership and administration

After Domesday the second source of information on land aalme is the Tithe Apportionment. In
1840 six major landowners held over 6,000 acres, two thirds of the 9118 acres in the parish. These
were: John Hearle Tremayne (2,000 acres, including Croft), Newton Fellowes (1,600) acres, Revd
Peter Johnson (1,000 aseincluding Court), Lord Rolle (over 500 acres), Robert Luxton (nearly 500
acres) and Lady Bury (440 acres at Loosedon). The significance of these is that, to a degree, they
seem to reflect much earlier manorial estates.

Dominant British or AngleéSaxon ppulation?
No conclusions can be drawn about the genetic maef the local population in the absence of

more localised DNA evidence.
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The role of the church
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adjacent to Court Castle, is a saibcular site occupied by the Parsonage, with the church occupying

a site immediately to the soutivest. At the western end of the village lies the Glebe, on land

adjoining Croft Castle and in the separate manor aill¢igh Tracey, occupied by a vicarage by the

time of the 1891 OS survey. The church is dedicated to All Saints, but this may, as elsewhere, be a

later mediaeval dedication.

Trade

By the 18 century the village had a market, occupying the triangulacsgn the street north of the

church leading up to Court Castle. Winkleigh was clearly a significant enough trading entity to secure

a market charter and to have the physical presence of a market represented in its urban form. Colin
Humphreys states thah 1237 borough status was granted to the manor of Winkleigh Keynes and a
charter of 1262 granted a weekly market and three annual fairs. He goes on to point out that the

Black Death affected Winkleigh so badly that in 1349 no houses were paying rentH{i¢ysQ.

Land between Shute Lane and Exeter Road, Winkleigh, SWARCH, 2005). It seems that the high point
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strategic position during the two or three centuriesnmadiately before that.

Conclusion

Until further evidence is available it is hard to draw anything other than tentative suggestions about
the development of the Winkleigh area. The main assumption to be tested is that the area was
subject to early Saxon colonisation, after a period of reéatlepopulation. Winkleigh itself may have
been established as a significant manorial holding and settlement, becoming a centre for the area as
holdings became consolidated. The most intriguing question may be whether the village was the site
of an earlymanorial hall and, if so, where this might have been located. Whilst early Saxon
settlements tended to be more scattered in nature, the process of consolidation is likely to have led
to a more centralised or nucleated settlement pattern. The most probsibéefor a hall at the

centre of the village would appear to be under or in the vicinity of the later site of Court Castle and
the adjoining church land.

That Winkleigh was an important settlement by the time of Domesday is clearly evident. What is yet
to be revealed is why this settlement, of all the Domesday settlements in Devon, hasaarg0feer

park. What was its significance based on? Was it geographically strategic or strategic in a different
sense, perhaps in terms of land ownership? Is its fiignice down to Brictric and the position it
accorded him in Devon? Was he the creator of the deer park or was it laid out earlier? Where was
the hall or dwelling that would have been associated with the deer park? In other words, what
happened between Wieca and Brictric? In the absence of documentary evidence there would have
to be substantial orsite investigation, probably in and around Court Castle, in order to shed any
light on these questions.
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Bradworthy: Broad Enclosure

Landscape Setting

Thevillage of Bradworthy lies at the western edge of Torridge District, on a Saaihg ridge

between the River Waldon to the west and a minor unnamed tributary stream to the east. The
centre of the village is 182m (600 ft) AOD. It overlooks the vallthedValdon as it flows south and
eastwards. The village lies at the heart of the Culm and between the Torridge, which forms the
northern boundary of the parish, and the Tamar, which forms the western boundary and also the
Cornish border. Although no oldédge routes appear to run through the village, there is a network
of roads linking the village to outlying farms and to Bideford to the east, Holsworthy to the south,
Kilkhampton to the west and Hartland to the nontvest. The village is 12 miles from &fiolrd, 7

miles from Holsworthy and 8 miles from Hartland.

The village sits at the boundary of two landscape character types (LCTs): Farmed Lowland Moorland
and Culm Grassland to the east and Inland Elevated Undulating Land to the west and south. Both
these LCTs are characteristically open landscapes with little tree cover and somedraorhd
unimproved grassland. This has influenced land use around the village, which still has evidence of
open moorland on Bradworthy Common to the north of the village.

Place Name Evidence

The influence of this open landscape is shown in the place names of the parish which are dominated
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place names continue to the north, in Woolsery (Woolfardisworthy) and Clovelly parishes, and to the

south in Holsworthy Hamlets and Pyworthy parishes, but rarely to the west across the Tamar

(despite AngleSaxon place names dominating in this part of north Cornwall) and much less regularly

in the parishes to the east.

Moorlands Farm and Heath Farm to the north of the village and close to Bradworthy Common imply
the character of the nearby land use, whitstaple, south of the village, may signify a meeting place
(cf Barnstaple).
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Map 9

Bradworthy OS Map 1891
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Map 10

Bradworthy Tithe Map

Settlement Form

Bradworthy is notable for its large rectangular central open sgatek S G 6 NB I R Sy Of 2 & dzZNB
namec which is still extant and dominates the settlement form. It is unusual in Devon; indeed, it is
reputed to be the largest village square in the Westi@oy. It is more reminiscent of upland villages

in the Pennines or similar northern moorlands. That this represents the early form of the village is
evident from both the 1891 OS sheet (Map 9) and the 1840 Tithe Map (Map 10). The buildings at the
centre d the village are set round the edge of and face onto this Square. Many of them are in
commercial use, indicating the relative success of the village in continuing to attract trade from the
surrounding area despite its remoteness. What is notable is tiserat® of the long burgage plots

that are usually found behind mediaeval frontages in such a position. Where there are rear plots,
mainly on the west side of The Square, they appear to be truncated. It is possible that these
properties are the successorsttee original farms that may have been sited around the Square,
sharing its use and the use of the open fields and common land around the village.
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On the east side, the church ground probably prevented the development of such farms. There is a
secondarytriangular village green known as Broad Hill to the east of the Square. The parish church

of St John the Baptist occupies a site in the serdhtern corner of The Square, behind the

Bradworthy Inn, which may have had its origins in the church alehoiise.tSS G SNRa 2 Sttt f AS
the east of the church.

Remnant strip fields are evident on all sides of the village and around Bradworthy Common to the
north. They are also preserved in field boundaries around many of the outlying farms, particularly
Wrangworthy, Kimworthy, Alfardisworthy, Brexworthy and Dinworthy.

In overall terms the location of the remnant strips around the village suggests that it was established
with an open field that filled the whole of the ridge between the two rivers, with the fathat

worked it located around the Square. Whether this was the original form of the village at its
foundation or the result of a deliberate later reorganisation is an open question.

Domesday Book

Bradworthy lay in (Black) Torrington Hundred, thaasge area that geographically looks more like

the bits left over after everyone had had their choice of the estates of north Devon, than the
deliberate mid10" century administrative arrangement for collecting dues and administering justice
that were itsmain functions! The Hundred extends from Broadwoodkelly east of the Torridge and
adjacent to Winkleigh, southwards to Sampford Courtenay and westwards to the Tamar (but
included Werrington and Boyton west of the Tamar). It covers most of the south bamé wiiddle

and upper Torridge river valley, which provides a clear topographical boundary. Reichel (1932)
comments that it contains a very large number of small manors, over 34 parishes, implying that this
is unusual. Its overall value was assessed &ii@ds and 2 virgates. The hundred was named after

the royal hundred manor of Totleigh Barton with Black Torrington, but may have been based on
earlier administrative units associated with a meeting place (Higham R. 2008). There are few obvious
candidates dr this, although Cookbury and Thornbury lie in the centre of the Hundred and have
placenames that may suggest earlier meeting places. There is no evidence of the presence of a
minster church in the Hundred.

The manor of Bradworthy, assessed at 3 higled 1 virgate, was one of the largest settlements in an
otherwise very sparsely populated hundred. Only Hatherleigh, assessed at 3 hides, and Sampford
Courtenay, assessed at 2 hides and 2 virgates, were comparable in size. By way of further
comparison, wheeas Bradworthy was the largest parish in the hundred, with a total of 9,586 acres
of which 2,995 were assessed in Domesday, Holsworthy was a similar size (8,836 acres of which
2,982 were assessed) but yielded only | hide, 2 virgates and 2 furlongs.

In 186 Bradworthy had 39 households, comprising 20 villagers, 10 smallholders and 9 slaves. This

made it a very large settlement by the standard of the times. It comprised land for 12 ploughlands,

AyOf dzZRAYy3 o f2NRQ& LI} 2dza3K (r&sburasinclydéd 125 (acesfeia LI 2 d
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The taxable value of Bradworthy was 3.3 geld units, which made it only of medium size in value in

Devon terms. Of theatal of 3 hides and 1 virgate, 1 hide and 1 virgate was the assessment of the

[ 2NRQa flIYyR YR H KARSA gla GKS @GAftftlIISNEQ I yRd
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from £5 in 1070. The lord at the time of Domesday was Ralph of Pomeroyyagalso the tenant
in-chief. In 1066 the lord had been Tovi. Whether this is a reference to the Dane, Tovi the Proud,
K2 KIR 0SSy aidlyRFNR 0SFNBNJ 2 YAy3a /[ ydzi dzydaft

There were several other suhanors or esttes in the parish that were named in Domesday,

including Kimworthy (4 households, assessed at 1 virgate), Instaple (no households recorded,
assessed at 2 furlongs), Brexworthy (4 households), Horton (2 households, 1 virgate), and Ash (East
and West) (6 hoseholds, 1 virgate). There were therefore at least another 16 households in the
parish.

Many of these estates were in different ownership to Bradworthy, both before and after the
Norman Conquest. Before the Conquest Kimworthy was owned by Edwy, Iretaple

Alfardisworthy by Godric, East Youlstone by Ledwy or Letwy, Hardsworthy by Alward, Horton by
Osulf and Ash by Letmar or Leimar. After the Conquest ownership was principally by the Bishop of
Coutances or Ralph de Pomeroy.

Devon & Dartmoor Histori&Environment Record

There are 98 results for Bradworthy in the Devon HER. Several of these record the results of
archaeological evaluations carried out in association with recent planning applications for wind
farms around the village. Few of these revebtiateable features or finds. Others are of post
mediaeval buildings. A few, however, record prehistoric features, particularly Bronze Age burial
features in open countryside around Bradworthy. There are a few enigmatic references to a
deserted settlementincluding an early church site, at Chisley Walls on Scotworthy Lane to the east
of the village.

Other Features

An older ridge route runs in a norliesterly direction west of and bypassing the village, on the
watershed between the Waldon and the Tam#@here are some barrows associated with this route.

There are two groups of scheduled ancient monuments some distance from the village, to the
northwest at Bursdon Moor, Hartland and to the east in Buckland Brewer parish (and surrounding
parishes).

Thenearest Iron Age settlement features are in Hartland and Buckland Brewer and, notably, at
Clovelly Dykes, some 5 miles to the north.

From this it would appear that the village of Bradworthy was not associated with existing settlement
but was situated in the broader context of a sparsely settled landscape.

Discussion
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Evidence for previous settlement

There is scant evidence for previous settlement in the immediate vicinity of Bradworthy. The
barrows around the village are mainly at some distance and none has been investigated or revealed
datable finds. It can only be assumed, therefore, that the Brdéxge population of the area was

sparse and possibly transient.

Subsequent Iron Age settlement sites are also at some distance from the village, namely the clifftop
enclosures of Embury Beacon and Windbury on the Hartland peninsula, the hilltop enclofsures
Hembury Castle and Buckland Wood in Buckland Brewer parish and, most notably, the multivallate
enclosure at Clovelly Dykes. The last of these sites, although it has not been investigated until very
recently, has the appearance of a higatus site thawas used over a long period.

The most that can be said until further evidence emerges is that Bradworthy was a new settlement

in the early mediaeval period. Hoskins (1954 and 1959) considers that it might have been founded

early on, soon after 700. Heiggests that, where large villages such as Bradworthy or Hartland are
f20FGSRE +ta +ty SEOSLIiA2Y (G2 GKS dzadza t RAALISNESR
size to have been founded by the Saxons as a method of protection in a hostile&c@uitR S £

(Hoskins 1959).

An alternative view to Hoskins is provided in a report of an archaeological trench evaluation
F2a20AF0SR gAGK I LINPLR2ASR GgAYRTFINYSI Llzof AaKSR A
of Bradworthy, Sutcombe and West PR X X | NB f A1 Sfé& G2 o6S tF4GS {IE
(AC Archaeology 2011). Neither Sutcombe nor West Putford is a nucleated settlement, however, and
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considered ® be based more on a migventieth century perception of how things should be than

on evidence for how they were (see page 10 above), nevertheless the attested size and significance

of Domesday Bradworthy does suggest a powerful and successful Saxontiounideother words,

Hoskins may well have been right.
QELIX 2AGAY3 GKS I NBlI Qa NBaz2dzNDSa

The resources around Bradworthy would have been relatively slender when the village was founded:
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exploited by Domesday. Use of water power appears to be later; there are several mills on the Upper
Tamar and Upper Torridge on the parish boundaries and two water mills on the Waldon close to the

village. Wind power, the othdr 6 dzy Rl yi Sy SNH& NB&a2dzNOS:Z R2SayQi a
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deliberate intent to open up an underused moorland area.

The relationship betweendrming and settlement: farmstead, hamlet or nucleated settlement?
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organic growth. The later outlying estatesJ- NI A Odzf F NI @8 GKS ag2NIKeaé yl vy
have been developed subsequently, as suggested dydhds radiating from the village which

appear to at first have been intended to connect with these estates and only subsequently to more

distant settlements. The needs of a group of farms that shared common land, and later open fields,
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may have given risto the form of the village. Such a large rectangular enclosure may have been
required to house livestock safely in contested territory that was still being cleared (of predators as
much as hostile neighbours!).

However, the Square, with its rectangufdrape and entrances approaching from each corner, bears
the typical form of midSaxon droveway and paddock identified by Mark McKerracher (McKerracher
2018). His view is that this arrangement was necessitated by the need to protect arable land from
free-roaming livestock, which developed in the eighth century. This would suggest both an increase
in arable farming in the area and a high degree of collective planning, whether by the community or
its lord (if such a distinction can be made). If this is the ciass more likely to have been

surrounded by a ditch and fence than by more substantial earthworks. It would also suggest that it
was not originally located and laid out to be surrounded by houses, although individual farms might
have bordered the Squar The existence of 12 ploughlands, with the teams of oxen that entailed,
implies the introduction in the long eighth century, as elsewhere, of the heavy plough. It would have
been particularly necessary on the heavy soils of the Culm in the area. M@mtimmesday of the

other livestock numbers, suggests a sufficient area of arable to need protection fronofeeng
animals, by penning them centrally.

Bradworthy thus has the appearance of an early and locally unusual example of a nuélegled
Saxorsettlement. The absence of burgage plots suggests early rather than later mediaeval
foundation. This may have been both a response to a hitherto unexploited resource and a desire to
establish ownership and control over a disputed border location. The aetrikingdom of

Dumnonia, which now lay over the Cornish border, would have given good reason for this. It was not
incorporated into the Saxon kingdom of Wessex until the reign of Ecgbert in the ninth century (or
possibly even Athelstan in the tenth). Deée, however, is a less probable explanation for the
establishment of the settlement, given the lack of any evident defensive structures around the
village. There is no evidence from field names in the Tithe apportionment of any former defensive
structures with the possible exception of Chisley Walls, which is more likely to refer to a former
church site.

Building types

There is no evidence of building types at this period, but Bradworthy is close enough to the Cornish
border to have possibly been influenced by the stone buildings recently discovered further west near
the north coast. Certainly, there would have beencklaf abundant timber resources which may

also have influenced building types. Until there is an opportunity to investigate sites around the edge
of the Square, we will not know.

Woodland Bradworthy

There is slight plaeeame evidence for trees in the psh (Ash and nearby Whiteley, for instance,

north of Bradwaorthy), but no other leigh placeames denoting clearance. The woodland resource in
the area is likely to have been slender and confined to valley bottoms in an area dominated by open
moorland andrough grazing.
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Pressure for change: defence, colonisation and settlement

As suggested above, the pressure for change that led to the settling of the area may well have been
that of an incoming group seeking to establish dominance, following invadiene hay have been

a small residual Celtic population, whose presence may show in further DNA studies, but at present
this is only conjectural. There is no extant Celtic place name evidence in the parish.

Ownership and administration

There are three soues of evidence for the ownership and administration of the area. The first is
records of Black Torrington Hundred (see O J Reichel 1932) frequently quoted in the Devon HER; the
second is Domesday. The Tithe Apportionment of 1840 gives a much later aottamd ownership

and occupation. By this time ownership was widely dispersed with no dominant landowner in the
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namesg denoting the nature of much of thergund in the parish.

The role of the church

The church does not seem to have played a significant role in the development of the village; there
are no records of ownership by the church in and around the village, until later in the mediaeval
period. Thids in marked contrast to the adjacent settlement of Hartland where the church, in
various forms, was a main determinant of the form of settlement and of land ownership.

Trade and Bradworthy

The existence of such a large central space may imply artioeio trade and not merely enclose
livestock. It is believed that Bradworthy had a market charter in later mediaeval times, as well as a
fair. The first charter is believed to date from 1200 and the fair continued into the twentieth century.
Access to aegular livestock market would have been important to a settlement founded on the
grazing resource available in the area. The village is just on the usual distance for walking animals to
and from market in a day (7 miles) from Holsworthy, which has lodgaHavestock market.

Conclusion

Bradworthy has the appearance of a large and deliberately planned settlement in an otherwise
sparsely populated area. Whether it is an eaffyc@ntury AngleSaxon settlement, as suggested by
Hoskins, or a later #0century planned move to colonise a border land area, cannot be known until
there is further archaeological evidence. Its size, form, early prosperity and the distinctive place
name evidence along the east bank of the upper Tamar suggest an equally Wistingtatypical
history of settlement, however.

In the absence of royal or significant ecclesiastical ownership (as at Hartland), or of a dominant or
defended position in the Hundred, we need to look elsewhere for an explanation for the scale of the
Squae and the size of the Domesday population. This probably lies in a deliberate exploitation of a
farming resource that was previously une®xploited, at a time when livestock needed to be
controlled rather than left as freeoaming.
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Bratton Fleming: Fanstead by newly cultivated ground

Landscape Setting

The parish of Bratton Fleming lies towards the negtistern edge of North Devon District, just

outside the Exmoor National Park boundary, on a wWasing ridge between two small stegyided
tributaries of the River Yeo which flows westward to meet they fraBarnstaple. The parish
encompasses this narrow ridge and includes a large area of upland centred on Bratton Down and
extending from Friendship Farm in the north to Mockham Down Gate in the south. The eastern
boundary is formed by the narrow steegided upper reaches of the River Bray. The village lies
between 180m (590 ft) and 260 m (850 ft) AOD. It is in a moorland edge location alongside the road
running from Barnstaple towards Exmoor, and is 8 miles east of Barnstaple. The road through the
village seepens perceptibly east of Button Hill. An older ridge route lies about a mile to the east of
the village; it runs nortlsouth between South Molton and the north coast at Combe Martin.

The ridge on which the village lies is notable for itsrémchingwestward views across the Taw and
Torridge Estuary and Bideford Bay towards Hartland Point and Lundy.

The village and wider parish lie largely within the Moorland Edge Slope Landscape Character Type
(LCT), with Downland LCT down the ridge to the west and Secluded Valley and Upland River Valley
LCTs adjoining it to the east, north and south. This givlamcteristically open landscape with

little tree cover, other than on the steep valley slopes.

Place name evidence

The influence of this open landscape is shown in the place and topographical names of the parish,
which include Haxton Down, Bratton Wo and Summerland. Other hamlets in the parish include
Chelfham, Benton, Leworthy, Kipscombe, Thorne, Stowford, Spreccot, Knightacott and Chumhill.

However, there is a geographical distribution to some of these names that has implications for the
developny i 2F GKS aSaiatSySylio ¢KS aidz2yé¢ ylyYSa
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ground at Goodleigh.
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Charles Whybrow in his publicati@nHistory of Bratton Flemir{ge-published 2010) suggests that
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ford over the Taw at Barnstaple, via Simonsbath, Bratton Town, Chelfham and Goodleigh. He cites

place names such as Hearlake, Wallover and Leworthy in support of the early origin of this route.
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Map 11

Bratton Fleming OS Map 189
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Map 12

Bratton Fleming Tithe Map

Settlement Form
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linear roadside settlement. The housing plots have little depth, there being no sign of the

development of burgage plots running back from the road frontdde domestic plots almost

appear to have been carved out of the highway edge, as might be expected on formerly unenclosed
downland. On the 1839 Tithe Map (Map 12) it becomes apparent that the settlement then consisted

of two groups of houses. Bratton Tousthe western group between Town Farm and the junction of

Mill Lane with the main road through the village. The eastern group is near the church and the road
junction with Button Hill (now Station Road) to the north and (Old) Rectory Lane to the sbigh. T

group included the school, the post office and the White Hart Inn.

It is clear from the Tithe Map that the wider landscape consisted of late enclosure regular sized fields
with straight boundaries, many of which were rectangular shaped. Thereasdititience of strip

fields denoting enclosure of an earlier open field system, nor of common land. This implies that the
late eighteenth/early nineteenth century enclosures obliterated any rights of common that may
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have previously existed, as well as aaylier field systems. It might be assumed therefore that the
early settlement was based on unenclosed moorland that was grazed more than ploughed.

There is, however, evidence of strip fields (and of mediaeval ridge and furrow) at Benton and of
smaller ealier field systems at Beara and Knightacott, and possibly at Town Farm. Another area of
mediaeval ridge and furrow has been identified north of Leworthy, with mediaeval strip lynchets
observed nearby, east of Northland Corner.
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2003) is not known. Since Haxton and Benton were named separately in Domesday, however, it is

more likely to have been Bratton Town. The situation of this site, lower down the westee rid

south facing and partially sheltered from the prevailing winds, would have made it a more likely

choice for an early farm settlement than the higher very exposed land to the east. There is evidence

in the landscape and on the 1891 map of a leat prowgidi water supply to Town Farm from a small

tributary of the Chelfham stream, which runs immediately to the south of the village.

The place name evidence may be another indicator. Significantly Town Farm lies just within the

Downland LCT, rather than tioorland Edge Slope LCT, suggesting that its location marks a

transition to the more amenable landscape of the downland and was therefore a deliberate siting

choice. Benton (220m AOD), Haxton (180m) and Town Farm (180m) all lie in a similar posit®n on th

lower and more sheltered soutfacing slopes close to the water supply provided by the streams to

GKS a2dzikKk 2F GKS aSdiatSYSyiod ¢KSasS GKNBS adGz2yé L
Domesday.

If this is the case, then the shift of the apparent gendf the settlement eastwards and upslope to

the location of the church may reflect the later institutional dominance of the church, resulting in

the choice of a more prominent location in the landscape setting. The church lies at 210m AOD and

is slightlyon the north side of the ridge, cut into the wefgicing slope of the graveyard. It is believed

to have origins in the #century, with a 18 century tower, but was largely rebuilt in the ®.&nd

19" centuries. It sits on the northern edge of a graveyard that may have predated it. It is in a central
f20rGA2y (2 (GKS GKNBS 52YSaRlIe YIFIy2NR (G2 GKS azd
the north.

The presence on the Tithe Map (and all sulssg maps) of a long curving field boundary to the

east of Button Hill and the reference to archaeological features and field name evidence in the same
area (see below) may, however, indicate the presence of an earlier settlement feature that is more
closdy associated with the church.

2 KEONRB ST K26SOSNE O2yaA Rdypidal Séxir nicleateddvillage 2ngundits S Y A y =
@At 3 & hidwiely Betdasgular area encompassing the White Hart and churchyard formed
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motte and bailey site.

Only further site investigation is likely to reveal whet there is any substance to these references.
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Domesday Book

Bratton Fleming lay in the Braunton Hundred, albeit as an outlier surrounded by the Shirwell
Hundred that includes the parishes to the north (Loxhore) and south (Stoke Rivers). The handred i
centred on Braunton and includes the coastal area to the west and north of that village. There is
another outlier of the Braunton hundred to the south that includes the parishes of East and West
Buckland.

In 1086 Bratton is recorded as having 34 houséianaking it quite a large village. The manor
encompassed 1,124 acres, according to Reichel (OJ Reichel, The Hundred of Bratton Fleming, 1935).
However, its value was assessed as 1.8 geld units, which was quite a small sum; this was owed to the
Bishop & Coutances. The value to the lord was £9.1, which had risen from £8 in 1070. Clearly it was
not a prosperous place. The households comprised 19 villagers, 4 smallholders and 11 slaves. The
f2NRQa R2YIAY g+ a w @ANBI G DaghlantdsZomprised laddKoB19 A £ f | 3
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meadow, 150 acres of pasture and 70 acres of woodland. Livestock comprised 11 cattle, 40 pigs, 100
sheep and 35 goats.

In 1086 thdord was Erchenbald the Fleming, from whom the manor derived its suffix. The tenant
chief was Count Robert of Mortain. In 1066 the Lord had been Ordwulf of Tehidy, with two other
thanes. These three thanes held 3 virgates, which in 1068 comprised &28iatotal worth 3{.
According to Reichel this holding may have included (or been reduced to) Stowford, Honicot
(Hunnacott) and Spreycott (Sprecott), at the northern end of the parish. Ordwulf had other holdings
in north Devon, including Croyde, Alveschtt, Frithelstock and Monkleigh.

Two other manors in the parish were named in Domesday; these were Haxton and Benton (Reichel
appears to confuse Benton with Button). Haxton comprised 6 householders, all villagers, with a value

of 0.5 geld units. Its Wae to the lord in 1086 was £1.3. It comprised 2 virgates and 402 acres, with
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1066 was Ordwulf and in 1086 was the Bishop of Exeter, who was also the-te+dui¢f.

Benton had one household, a villager, and a value of 0.3 geld units. It comprised 1 virgate and 160
acres with 2 ploughlands. It belonged to the manor of Haxton and had the same lord, the Bishop of
Exeter, in 1086. In 1066 the lord was Ednoth.

Together these holdings totalled 2,314 acres, out of a total parish area of 5,845 acres today.

Devon Historic Environment Record

There are 275 records for Bratton Fleming in the Devon HER. Many of these relate to the numerous
Bronze Age barrows foundhdhe high ridge to the east of the village, associated with the

north/south route along the ridge. There are also the remains of a reputed Bronze Age stone circle
at Southcott near Knightacott. A Bronze Age-aaenmer was recorded as being found in adfieear
Grange Hill at the eastern end of the village.
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The longevity of settlement in the area is shown by the discovery of half a Mesolithic mace head
near Button Farm and a possible Neolithic long mortuary enclosure between Knightacott Cross and
Copeland=arm on Bratton Down (Cotswold Archaeology 2013).

There are other, more enigmatic, records in the HER. Near the centre of the village and north of the

road is a record of a doublditched AngleSaxon mound to the east of the church that may have

been a windmill platform or a modern excavation, and a gaesnotte and bailey site nortkast of
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Tithe Apportionment. The mound is still visible behind Castle House and sits within the curve of the
adjacent fied boundary. There was evidence of substantial earthworks when a new house and drive

(Castle Gate) were built in the mi®80s, but no artefacts were found (Malcolm Prowgegersonal

comment). Whybrow believes this to have been the location of the origileahing Norman castle,

until the family relocated to Chumbhill (Chimwell) in the twelfth century.

There is a small sufectangular enclosure near Down Farm, called Great Castle Field and Little Castle
Field in the Tithe Apportionment, and variously ddsed as an Iron Age settlement, a Roman

signalling station or a mediaeval site. There is also a prehistoric enclosure northeast of Benton,
predating the overlying ridge and furrow and observed from aerial photography.

Other features

Besides the ridge tde running northsouth across Bratton Down, there are a number of prominent
features in adjoining parishes, which may have significance for the development of Bratton Fleming.
These include Shoulsbury Castle in Challacombe parish, about a mile easBrdttba Fleming

boundary, three Iron Age enclosed settlements in Stoke Rivers parish to the south, and two Iron Age
enclosed settlements in Loxhore parish to the north.

The enclosed settlements all seem to have a close relationship with the Brattom&lboundary,
being sited near the streams that mark the northern and southern boundaries of the parish. They
appear to indicate a pattern of settlement quite distinct from that of Bratton Fleming. What their
location denotes in terms of settlement in tla@ea is not clear, but it may relate to the unusual
shape of the hundreds of Shirwell and Braunton, whose boundaries here are also marked by the
same streams.

One thing is clear, though, and that is that this was a fairly closely settled area$apogtimes.

Discussion
Evidence for previous settlement

There is abundant evidence for earlier settlement in the wider parish and adjoining parishes, mainly
from the Bronze and Iron Ages, suggesting that this open landscape of downland and moorland edge
was relatively densely settled. No evidence has yet been found for dwellings, such as roundhouses,
but there has been very little excavation or exploration of the area outside the National Park. There
is much less evidence of settlement in the immediaténiti¢ of the village but the same caveat must
apply; there has been very little investigation.
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Although by Domesday there were clearly established ploughlands in the records of the manors
comprising the parish, the primargsource must have been its grazing. Other resources would have
included timber from the wooded valley sides and water in the three streams forming the parish
boundaries, and their tributaries. The extent to which the parish provided summer grazingfor th
wider hundred can only be inferred from place name and boundary evidence. Later experience
suggests there may have been a link between upland and lowland farming in the hundred. Even at
the end of the twentieth century lambs raised on Exmoor were beaid (through Blackmoor Gate
market) to lowland farmers in Braunton for fattening (Peter Huntley EFLA, personal comment).

Slightly further afield is the RomasRritish iron working around Brayford to the south, but this may

have had little impact on Brain Fleming, which would probably not have been on a direct route to
market for the metal ore. Although a disused iron mine is marked on the 1891 OS map at Haxton
Down, it is likely to have been "t@entury in origin.

The relationship between farming angettlement: farmstead, hamlet or nucleated settlement

Bratton Fleming appears not to have developed into a nucleated settlement until the twentieth
century. This suggests that the settlement in the early Aiggron period occurred as dispersed
farmsteads, some of which later became manors. The church site appears to have been sited as an
outlier to these. This would imply relatively late settlement (or consolidation) on the back of the
SELX 2AGFGA2Y 2F GKS I NBFQa &dzYYSNI NI T Ay3Io

Building types

As with nost of the rest of North Devon there is no evidence of building types in the /S#{on
period and, in this part at least, little evidence of earlier dwelling forms such as round houses.

Woodland

The 70 acres of woodland mentioned in the Domesday description of the manor of Bratton Fleming
suggest a substantial resource that was valued by the community. This at least would have had
implications for building type, farming materials and domestic asdhe AngleéSaxon period was
predominantly aceramic. Wood (and iron) would have beenghecipalmaterials immediately at

hand for domestic and agricultural purposes. There are numerous stone quarries shown on the 1891
h{ YI L 06dzi & K®KN&Sevideacs faryuilding in &S (bt for field boundaries) in

the early mediaeval period in North Devon.

Pressure for change: defence, colonisation and settlement

There is little evidence in the AngBaxon period of pressure for change, unlike the farming and
defensive needs of the Iron Age. Such evidence as there is suggests the gradual colonisation and
settlement of the area for its upland grazing resource, asgdubsequent reorganisation into

manors probably in the late Saxon period.

There remains, however, the question of the degree to which the area was settled when its Saxon
O2f 2y A&l GAz2zy o0S3aAFLyd Ly 2KE@oONRoQa ODAISNIE LXZOE yI Y
suggest a prexisting Celtic population. There may have been some continuity between that
population and the RomanBritish and even Iron Age population.
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Whether Iron Age settlements were taken over, or deliberately avoided (Whybrow suggests th
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initially to have followed the probable dispersed pattern of previous cultures.

Ownership and administration

The principal early source of evidence fioe ownership in the area is the records of Braunton

Hundred (see Reichel), which are based on Domesday and later documents. Unlike other parts of the
Hundred, particularly Braunton itself, the ownership pattern in Bratton Fleming was fairly
straightfoward and did not change greatly. After the initial flurry of assignments aagsgnments
following the Conquest, ownership settled on the Fleming family. By the time of the 1332 Lay
Subsidy the principal owners were Baldwin Flemyng, Richard de Chelfiththe parson, although

there were a number of others who owned outlying farms and manors.

Place name evidence suggests that a number of small outlying subsidiary farms were established
north of the village (Southcott, Knightacott, Narracott, Sprecott Alunnacott). Two deserted
mediaeval settlements at Kipscombe and North Thorne, suggest withdrawal from occupation of
upland areas, perhaps associated with later enclosure or mediaeval depopulation. Leworthy is the
2yt e ag2NIKeé LI HQH seffleméd frthestiolofen indodand; véherd
enclosure would have been more likely to be a founding characteristic.

By the time of the Tithe Map ownership was principally in the hands of twoedstaplished
families: Acland and Chichester andtod church. The evidence, such as it is, suggests a relatively
stable community in ownership terms.

The role of the church

The church does not seem to have played a significant role in the early settlement of the parish. It
appears to have been a lataddition. There are no records of the ownership of land by the church
in the vicinity until later, although place name evidence is found in Rectory Farm (now Parsonage
Farm).

In the Tithe Apportionment the glebe land is identified as Home Glebe, Castie Batton and an

allotment of Bratton Down (245 acres). This land is all located to the east or north of the church and
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indicate a deliberate attempt to centridae village in the vicinity.

Trade

With no market charter and lying just off the only obvious trade route, (nedhth across Bratton

Down), there is very little evidence that trade was significant in the establishment and development

of the village. Té link to Barnstaple would have suggested a drove route to market for livestock,
L2aarote GAlF [ KSEFKFEY YR D22Rt SAIKY FfGK2dzAK 2 K

Conclusions

Bratton Fleming now has the appearance of a twentieth centuryroatar village serving
Barnstaple. Earlier 19century map evidence suggests a small downland/moorland edge
postmediaeval settlement comprising roadside dwellings and cottages, with a small number of early
manors based around hamlets at Bratton Town, Haxdod Benton, as well as Thorne, Leworthy

62



and Chumhill. However, the original settlement pattern seems to have been dispersed, with
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emphasises this uplaridcation and might suggest a relatively late Saxon foundation date. Given the
abundance of evidence of prehistoric occupation in the area, it is just possible that the dispersed
farmsteads that originally characterised the parish are located where eadittements stood, for

instance at Benton.

Braunton: Farmstead where broom grows or place of the raven?

Landscape Setting

The parish of Braunton lies on the north side of the Taw Estuary. It is bounded to the west by the
Atlantic coast and to the north by the North Devon Downs. It is a very large parish with a number of
smaller villages and hamlets within it. It extends safrsance onto the Downs to the norast,

the highest point being Fullabrook Down at 170m (558ft). The village of Braunton straddles the River
Caen which runs north to south through the Downs into the River Taw. The Caen meets the Knowl
Water flowing fromthe east just to the south of the village before entering the Taw. It is dyow
settlement, set in the gap in the Downs formed as the river passes through and is ontyl&im

(68 ft¢ 50 Ft) AOD.

Due to its gap location, modern communications beén Barnstaple and the coast, including the
former railway line to Illfracombe, run through the heart of Braunton and have shaped it.

The village lies at the junction of the Downland Landscape Character Type (LCT) to the north and the
Marine Levels anddastal Plains LCT to the south. The Caen and Knowl Water valleys are In the
Secluded Valley LCT and the Taw to the south is an Estuary LCT. To the west, backing Saunton Sands
on the coast, is the Braunton Burrows Dunes LCT. This combination of landgmepady only gives
Braunton a spectacular landscape setting but also a wide range of soil types and farming

opportunities which have shaped the settlement pattern and the village uniquely.

It is worth summarising these LCTs here, in order to emphasisditaesity of resource that makes

the parish so distinctive. The Downland is based on-dvaihed slates and, in summer, gives good
grazing land. Its exposure to westerly gales and rain makes it less suited to winter grazing. A clue to
this is in some athe local names in the Downland area; these include Buttercombe Lane, extending
from the village up onto the downs in a nordfasterly direction, and Butterhills, which is just over

the West Down parish boundary to the north. Buttercombe Barton and WoddButtermeade

Farm are further to the north in West Down parish. All suggest the summer grazing of dairy cattle. To
the west, the Downs are also suited to arable use, partly due to the underlying soil and strong but
drying winds.

The Caen separates Brdaan from West Down parish to the north and the Knowl Water from the
parishes of Heanton Punchardon and Marwood to the south and east. Both are brohadti@aned
secluded valleys with steep wellooded sides. They give other farming options, as well abést
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supply of timber in the parish. Georgeham parish lies to the Ratist, separated from Braunton by
the ridge of Saunton Down, and extends the Downs to the coast.

The dune slacks of Braunton Burrows appear less likely as a farming resource,ibdttbetigh

dunes (and therefore relatively sheltered from the prevailing westerlies), lies a large area that dries
in summer and gives a rich sward for grazing. Its potential for rabbit warrens is also indicated by the
presence of Warren Farm to the nbrof the area.

Although grouped together in the Marine Levels LCT, Braunton Marsh, Horsey Island and Braunton
Great Field have distinctive topographies that have resulted from historical interventions. Braunton
Great Field, lying on a river terrace rolgghn the 10m contour, was probably the first to be

enclosed and its boundary hedge is still substantially intact. Braunton Marsh is lower lying and
remains a freshwater marsh protected by an early nineteenth century dyke. Horsey Island was
embanked in theamid-nineteenth century. Braunton Marsh provides rich grazing but is not suitable
for arable use. The Great Field, however, is composed of rickivegtied alluvial soil and is capable

of supporting three crops a year. It has been farmed as an operfdietver one thousand years

and is only one of two such areas still extant in England (the other being at Laxton in
Nottinghamshire).

Finally, there is the Estuary itself, extending inland as far as Velator Quay just at the southern end of

the village. Th fishing resource that gave the parish is attested by the number of fish weirs recorded

on the Estuary and by the charter of 857 in which King Aethelbald granted 10 hides to the Abbot of
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the Taw and Torridge Estuary, NDAS website 2018). Finberg also suggests that this charter should be
dated to between 855 and 860 to match the known reign of Aethelbald. He lists a slightly earlier

charter of 854 by which K@ Aethelwulf granted half a hide to the same abbey.

This sheer range and abundance of resources raises the question of whether any of them individually
was the prime mover in the establishment of the settlement or whether it was the combination that
madeBraunton an early and major mi@axon settlement.

Place Name Evidence
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the diversity of landscape types to be found in the parish, akd6t a 0 dzi G SNE Yy I YSa Y Sy
above.
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features of its locabn. There is, however, another side to this story. The-niidh century charter

granting land in the settlement to Glastonbury Abbey refers to it as Brannocminster. The name

would appear to derive from the sixth century Welsh missionary, Brannoc, wheaico have
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a Minster church serving the wider area.
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An alternative view is that the name Brannocminster is a fpolection to give more substardo

the claim of the church over the estate (see below). This view may find reinforcement from the fact

that the Caen is the only river in north Devon with a pGshquest name (its derivation being fairly

obvious). Terry Green has suggested that theimaighame of the river may have been Brannqck
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cf Hemyock) (Green T. pers comm). This, at least, gives an alternative derivation for the later name

of the village Brannocktun shortened by the time of Domesday. In support of this, there are later
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ubiquitous, and that the name of St Brannoc does not occur anywhere else, the alternative

explanation for the origin of the name begins to sound more plausible than the traditional

explanations.

65



Map 13 Braunton OS Map1890
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